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RESIDENTS RALLY 


FOR FURY 


PLAINFIELD—] 


Opponents of the. 
recall effort broke 
cries 


years” for Mayor 
Mark Fury re- 
cenily and called 
forhisCity Coun- 
ciltobe voted out, 

About 15010 
200 supporters 
gathered at the Black United Fund Com- 
munity Center Complex to show Fury that 
they were behind him pope ad po 


Mayor Mark Fury 


ACIST DRAWING GIVEN TO STUDENT 


by Ron L. Holland 


BRICK TOWNSHIP— Three Vet- 
erans Memorial Middle School stu- 
dents, whose names are being with- 
held because of their age, are under 
investigation in connection with a 
racist drawing that was given to a 
fourteen-year-old African-American 
female student. 

The incident occurred on March 


E for his opponents and divisive C ity 
Council. 

T hough the City Council became all 
Democratic in January, Fury,a Democrat, 
said that because of the in-house fighting he 
could only “count on three" when it came 
1o important votes. 

Speakerafter speaker, including acti 
ist Linward Catheart, former Mayor Rich- 
ard L. Taylor, former NAACP President 
Emily Washington and other civic leaders, 
calledonthe council members to suport the 
mayor or face the consequences of a recall 
themselves. 

The City Council meeting forthe same 
night was postponed so that any inter- 
ested council members could attend the 
rally 

Other speakers sang the praises of 
Fury's deeds and said that feelings of 
gratitude for all that he has done for the 
community should be on people's minds 
rather than recalling him. 

“I don't think we need a recall, we 
need a roll call,” said James Whitfield of a 
new civic group, Ten Links. “Who is 
willing to be a part of something positive? 
Look at the people talking about the mayor 
and ask , are you on the roll?" 

Recall organizer, Trudy Christiansen, 
James Mills Sr., and Jackie Schmitz have 
until July to collect the necessary 3.000 
Signatures, and if they are successful, a 
recall election will be held. 


TOXIC DUMPS MAKING 
INMATES, GUARDS ILL 


NEWARK-—Inmates. and, prison 
guards at Northern State Prison have been 
falling ill for unknown causes, but family 
membersand Councilman Henry Martinez 
believe it may be because of a toxic dump 
that the jail was built upon. 

As a result, investigations into the 
safety of the jail are being requested by 
Louise Johnson—an inmates wife—and 
the Newark City Council. Johnson en- 
tered her complaints because her husband 


facility two years ago a healthy mai 
nowina wheclchairand has brown lesions 
body 

is skin is shedding like a snake,” 


4, and g which of the three 
under investigation is responsible for 
the drawing has been too slow a pro- 
cess according to the victim's mother, 
Leona Tillery 


Jeremee Johnson, (r) gete another signature for hef petition requesting 
that the Plainfield Foodtown remains open. 


“I received two phone calls si 
the incident and that was it.” Till 
said, of the lack of cooperation fi 
school and police officials. "If t 
were doing anything don’t you thil 
they should contact the parents knoW- 
ing that the parents are somewl 
upset? r 
Despite published reports that 
authorities were immediately notified, 
Tillery said that her sister pushed. 
school and police officials to notify 
the Ocean County Prosecutor's Offige 
and to have the incident investigated 
as a bias crime. 1 


y 


Pholoby Honry Johnson 


Foodtown battle continues 


by Kelly Howard 


PLAINFIELD—AsEdwards Super 
Stores prepares to shut-the doors of 
Plainfield's Foodtown on April 1 
concerned citizens are planning 
assault to either keep the community's 
only major food store open or to find 
a replacement soon 

‘The Food Fight Coalition, of Jan 
and Jeremee Johnson, began their 
battle on Saturday morning (March 
16), outside the South Avenue store 
by picketing, handing out fliers and 
soliciting signatures for a petition 
against the closing of the store. 

Within four hours on Sunday they 
had gathered over 400 signatures and 


of this kind. At least jad diclo have 
stated that they were experiencing similar 
symptoms. In one complaint to the Public 
Employees’ Occupationa and 
Health Administration (OSHA), it was 
reported that “one employee has been 
ionson his body that are causing 
s along with severe ten- 
derness. Frequently, the employee cannot 


See TOXIC DUMPS/ page 10 


STATE ISSUES 
SCHOOL SPENDING 
GUIDE 


TRENTON—The State Department 
of Education last week released a "Com- 
parative Spending Guide" that provides 
information on spending patterns in all 
New Jersey school districts. 

The 700-page guide lists districts’ 
per-pupil expenditures in 15 budgetary 
categories. It then ranks the districts’ fi 
ures among those of school systems of 
similarsize and enrollment. In addition. the 
guide ranks districts according to student- 
state ratios 

The project’s purpose. according to 
Commissioner of Education Leo Klagholz. 
to encourage school district account- 
ability and provide important education 
information to all citizens." 

"The New Jersey School Boards 
Association (NJSBA) strongly supports 
efforts to provide parents and the commu: 
nity with information about their schools. 
said Dr. Robert E. Boose. NJSBA exe: 
tive director. “For the information tobe of 
value to the public, it has to be provided in 
the proper context and be easy to under- 
stand. 

"The commissioner and 1 have dis- 
cussed the Comparative Spending Guide. 
NISBA has offered its assistance to the 
Department of Education to help improve 
future presentation of the data.” 

NISBA has expressed concern over 
the document s formatand its emphasis on 
rankings and believes that such an ap- 
proach gives the public an incomplete, 
inaccurate picture of district expenditures. 
Moreover. the document would have been 
viewed more objectively by the public if it 
had not been released just a month before 
school budget elections, 


from Plainfield 
and its surrounding communities of 
Fanwood, Scotch Plains, North 
Plainfield and Westfield of the impor- 
tance of fighting against the closing. 

“We (Food Fight Coalition) see 


this as part of minority communities 
being abandoned by a major food ci 

in this state,” said Jan Johnson. 
example, A&P ahd Foodtown "Rave, 
both left Plainfield, while Westfield (al 


d Copter 


Tillery, who is a unit secretary at 
Jersey Shore Medical Center, said her 
daughter was preparing to leave her 
third period English class when a His- 
panic classmate, who was first reported 
as white, handed her the note. 

When the young lady opened the 
note, a drawing depicting a Ku Klux 
Klansman holding up a cross and 
adorned with Swastikas was accom- 
panied by the words “White Power 

orever" The classmate claimed to 
have had no knowledge of the note's 
content. 

Tillery said when the school's 
principal Martin Fudali notified her, he. 
informed her that the note allegedly. 


was addressed to her daughter. The 
student who passed the note is said to 
have claimed the same. 

When asked if her daughter was 
targeted, Tillery said that although 
she is the only black child in the class 
“to know her is to love her. She is a 
very lovable child." Tillery said how- 
eyer, in speaking with her daughter 
and viewing the original note, no name 
could be found and said she could 
Only speculate why Fudali and the 
Student claimed the note was ad- 
dressed to her daughter. 

According to Tillery, of the three 


see RACIST DRAWINGS/ page 3 


E 


Copy of drawing handed to 14-year- 
old African-American student. 


Violence mars Stella Wright Homes 


NEWARK— As familie: 
fear for their lives, from dn 
and stray bullets, the living condition 
surrounding the Stella Wright Homes 
in Newarkis only comparable to living 
in a battle zone. Conditions have de- 
creased so low that many including 


, tenantleaders, the Newark City Coun- 


cilandthe Newark Housing Authority 
are working together to make the area 
a more habitable place. 

Last week, tenant leaders ap- 
proachedthe City Council to callin the 
National Guard to restore order. The 
Newark Housing Authority, which has 
ultimate control overthe complex even 
though the tenant resident-manage- 
ment corporation is legally in charge 
has proposed to battle the uncontrol- 


lable violence and drug dealing by 
spending $2 million to install fences. 
security checkpoints and hire 24-hour 
security guards. 

Harry Robinson, spokesman for 
the housing authority, said the con- 
cept has worked at the Archbishop 
Walsh Homes high-rise complex in 
the city’s North Ward, which was als 
plagued with violence and drugs. 

“Itreally changed the whole char- 

* he said. "People are riding 

theirbcyeles and children are playing 
again.” 

Builtin 1959 and named aftercom- 
munity activist Stella Wright, the Cen- 
tral Ward complex is Newark's largest 
high-rise public housing complex, with 
1,206 units and it's the most belea- 


$ 


guered. Ina largecirculararea—known 
as the doughnut to residents, drug 
dealers have turned the once court 
yard park into a muddy, litter-strewn 
lot of a war zone 

The violence at Stella Wright, 
however, is not new. In the 1970s, it 
became a national symbol of what is 
wrong with public housing. In the two 
decades since, drug trafficking and 
crime have made conditions in the 
complex even worse, tenant leaders 
say 

Acting Police Director Thomas 
O'Reilly said 2,000 arrests were made 
at or near the complex last year along 
with the confiscation of 150 weapons. 
Since January, 89 arrests have been 


See VIOLENCE MARS HOMES/ page 10 


NJ NAACP reaffirms priorities 


by Avery Grant 


TINTON FALS— The New State 
nce of National Association 


predominantly white town) which has jor the Advancement of Colored 


a Foodtown, is trying to prevent a pec 


third supermarket from being built.” 

Plainfield's Foodtown is the only 
store that Edwards is closing, of the 28 
that the parent company Koninklijke 
Ahold NV. purchased last summer 
Residents of Plainfield are. not afraid 
to speculate as to why 

“Basically we feel they are only 
closing the store because it's in a 
minority community,” Jeremee John- 
son said. 

The group presented the signa- 
tures on Monday, March 18 to 
Plainfield’s City Council, who have 
been tryingto work an amicable agree 
ment with Edwards to no avail. Repre 


See FOODTOWN/ page 10 


id choir 


High 


Senior Citizen Center. 
by Kelly Howard 


PLAINFIELD—After months of 
long hours of hard work, only half of 
Plainfield High School’sconcert choir 
may be able to attend their upcoming 
concert tour due to lack of funds. But 
vocal teacher*Stefanie Minatee still 
has hope of some benefactor coming 
lup with the remaining $27,000, so that 
all 35 of her best singers will be able to 
go. 

“Right now, only 16 are going 
because of funds, but I'd love to take 
them all," she said. 

Minatee said that the teenagers 
knew it was going to be tough and 
started fund-raising last May in an 


iratap the city's 


attempt to reach their $70,000 goal 
The city high school students have 
raised $43,000 through flea markets 
bazaars. raffles, solicited corporate 
donations and several benefit con- 
certs, for a concert tour that will take 
them to Europe. 

n long trip. which kicks. 
off with a Vienna music festival will 
also take the students to Prague and 
Budapest. The chorus was selected to 
represent New Jersey at the festival 
following it performances at several 
teen arts competitions. 

Many of the students are curious 
to see just what the other schoo! 
groups can do, and if the Plainfield 


See PLAINFIELD CHOIR/ page 10 


lc (NAACP) Branches reaffirmed 
à: ifs quarterly conference in Tinton 
Falls that its priorities are civil rights 
andducation, Dr. Elaine C. Harrington 
Stat} NAACP President, who was re- 
elecfed, was sworn in with the other 
stat@ officers by Assemblyman Tho- 
mas N Smith. 

h her opening remarks titled, "The. 
Call-Challenge-Mandate,” Harrington 
said, Our new day has begun. We are 
inthis together. The goals and aims of 
the NAACP have not changed, our 
gal is still to be the voice of civil 
rights, even though the focus and 
pfocess may change at times. We are 
talking about protecting the economic 
civil rights, particularly of those whom 
We represent,” Harrington continued. 
ask you to worktogether, as people's 
Tights are still being violated." 

Referring to education, she said, 
“I am happy to announce that the 
Educational Training Services, of 


an Thomas S. 


D 


installing her as president of the New Jersey State Conference of NAACP 
Branches at the State NAACP Quarterly Conference. 


Princeton, has agreed to put together 
a series of workshops to assist our 
card-carrying youth members in learn- 
ing how to take the Scholastic Apti- 
tude Test." 

Attorney Lori Caughman, State 
NAACP Legal Redress Coordinator, 
distributed the national NAACP Civil 


Rights Reference Manual, and dis- 
cussed the procedures for processing 
legal issues and complaints. Delineat- 
ing the limits of branches’ capability, 
Caughman cautioned, "Be sure to 
have the complainant signa disclaimer 
form, so that they kiow we can not 

See NAACP PRIORITIES/ page 10 


| WOMEN'SHISTORY MONTHSPECIAL 


Y CITY — Nearly 20 years. 
ago, Cessie Alfonso risked a flour- 
ishing career to start up a company 
from her home. Today, the consult- 
ing firm for lawyers, Alfonso Asso- 
iciates generates a healthy revenue 
‘of nearly $1 million, employs 15 
people and operates from a three 
Story building. 

Alfonso's success lies in the 
[strength of her vision and plain hard 
work. Even hercompetitors acknowl- 
ledge that she’s a trailblazer in her 
field, She herself is quick to point to 
her Hispanic heritage as key to her 
ability to parlay a bright career as a 
psychiatrie social work nurse into a 
six-figure business that is booming. 
As president and founder of 
‘Alfonso Associates, a human re- 
source and consulting firm, Alfonso. 
has carved out a unique niche: She 
P attorneys with investiga- 
and training services. From pub- 
D. and private attorneys in more than 
20 states nationwide to Harvard Law 
‘School and Federal courts, law asso- 
ciations among others, Alfonso and 
ler team of professionals focus on 
the lawyer's clients—so the attorney 
Can mount the best legal defense 
possible. 


Alfonso offers an alternative 


What should be the lawyer's 
defense when his or her client is 
facing the death penalty? That's 
where Alfonso's expertise can mean 
the difference between life and death. 
Asakey arm of the defense team, she 
steps in to prepare alternative sen- 
tencing. A hot topic that is currently 
generating much debate in the media 
nationwide, alternative sentencing 
should be of particular concern 
among Hispanics and other minori- 
ties. They make up nearly 95 percent 
of the death penalty cases. 

According to Alfonso, whatever 
the heat generated by the debate, 
alternative sentencing is here to stay. 
It is a simple case of dollars and 
sense, she says. The high costs of 
incarceration are prohibitive; alter- 
native sentencing offers a reason- 
able solution. 

Says Alfonso, "When we pre- 
pare our alternative sentencing re- 
ports and when I testify in court, I 
always try to strike that delicate bal- 
ance. It is difficult, but not impos- 
sible, to weigh thecrime and hit upon 
the punishments.” Alfonso notes 
that for minorities, an advocate for 
alternative sentencing is desperately 
needed. Too often they lose out. 


Cessie Alfonso 


In addition to alternative sen- 
tencing, Alfonso's company pro- 
vides arare—yet much needed —ser 
vice to lawyers. Trained as legal and 
litigation experts, attorneys simply 
are not prepared to deal with the full 
range of psychological, emotional 
and other problems their clients ex 
perience, due to personal duress or 
trauma. That's where Alfonso and 
her team come in. They provide the 
supportive, professional support 


See ALFONSO/ page 1 
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PEOPLE 


Voter registration drive 


PLAINFIELD—The parents of Pro Con Track andthe League of Women Voters of Plainfield are sponsoring 


all Persia at 908-754-3243. 


tration drive scheduled for Sunday. March 30 from 10 to 1 p.m. at the Maxon School Cafeteria . For additions 


We Make Dreams Come True 
One Small. Business At A 


aa 


Growing up, brothers Ron and Ernest dreamed of owning a business. 
In 1994, as managers of a Popeyes Chicken restaurant, they saw an opportunity to 
fulfill that dream. With the help of our Small Business Lending Team, they got the 
funds needed to go from employees to employers. 

At NatWest, we work closely with the Small Business Administration 
and local development coporations. So if you're looking to buy equipment, make 
leasehold improvements, expand or even move, call us at 1-800-662-2031, ext. 113. 
And make your dreams come true. Like Ron and Ernest. 


«€ NatWest Bank 


NatWest Bank N.A. Member FDIC 


Assemblywoman Gill Named 
Honorary Chair of March of Dimes 


W 


* 
JMONTCLAIR—Assemblywoman Nia H. Gill was recently named 1996 honorary 
“chairperson of March of Dimes WalkAmerica. Gill is pictured with Marissa 


| Shaevel, the 1996 March of Dimes National Ambassador during the girl's 


Tecent three-day trip to North Jersey. Marissa was born critically ill, nearly 
‘three months premature and weighing less than 3 pounds. Assemblywoman 


Gill will be walking to give more Essex County mothers and babies a better 


“Chance at a healthy start in life together. March of Dimes Essex County 
ZWalkAmerica will take place at Montclair State University and Essex County 
“College on Sunday, April 28. For information or to register, call the North 


“ersey Chapter at 201-882-0700. 


Sgt. First Class Lillian Williams honored by NAACP 


AES. 


Sgt. First Class Lillian Williams. 


TINTON FALLS— Sergeant First 
Class Lillian R. Williams, (I) of 
Trenton recently received the 
Roy Wilkins Renown Service 
Award “In recognition of out- 
standing contributions to mili- 
tary Equal Opportunity policies 
and programs." This award from 
the National NAACP recognizes 
outstanding military service. 
Williams is the Equal 
Opportumity Officer for the New 
Jersey National Guard Military 
Academy. She is also president 
of the Willingboro NAACP 
Branch. 


Dr. Julianne Malveaux, (c) president of the National Association of Negro 


Business and Professional Women's Clubs, welcomes members and guests 
io the Association's New Horizon Awards presentations to commemorate 
Women's History Month. Pictured with her are, (from left) Patricia Randall, 
program chairperson for the event; Georgette Seabrooke Powell, visual artist 


and award winn 


loria Johnson who accepted the other award on behalf 


of Alexis Herman, assistant to the President and director of the White House 
Office of Public Liaison and Roberta London, the Association's first vice 
president. The Association, a coalition of 350 local groups, was established 
in 1935 as a support network for professional and business women. 


Community 
Calendar 


MONDAYS 
PLAINFIELD—Kathy Fry leads a series. 
of light aerobic exercises for senior 
citizens at the Senior Citizen Centerat 
305E. Front St. For more info call 908- 
753-3506. 


TUESDAYS AND THURSDAYS 
PLAINFIELD—Professionally led lim- 
bering and aerobic exercises at the 
YMCA, inthe heated pool at 10:30 a.m. 
For more info call 908-753-3506. 


THRU MARCH 30 
NORTHBRANCH—printmaking Coun- 
cil of NJ presents “Shades of Mean- 
ing,” etchings and Monotypes by 
Joanne Scott at the Library Gallery 
440 River Rd. For more info call 908- 
725-2110. 


THRUMARCH31 
TRENTON—photo exhibit titles "Atri- 
can Diaspora Women at he Beijing 
NGO Forum" in the Roscoe L. West 
Library lobby at Trenton State College. 
For more info call 609-771-2368. 


WEDNESDAY, MARCH27 
ROSELAND— The Prudential's 
Women's History Month celebration 
continues with a Health and Fitness 
Fair in the lobby at the Roseland Il 
Campus. Dr. Lorraine Maita will dis- 
cuss heart disease, breast cancer| 
and osteoporosis. For more info call. 
201-802-7134. 


NEWARK: Ti 

Women by Italian Composers," at 
A.J.J.A. Wilson Alumni enter Seminar 
Room, NJIT, 2:30 p.m. For more info! 
call 201-596-8458 


THURSDAY, MARCH28 
MONTCLAIR— Montclair State Univer- 
sity Women's History Month event, 
Women Students' Organization Re- 
ception. with guest speaker Dr. 
Yvonne Thornton, author of the 
Ditchdigger's Daughters. 3 p.m. stu- 
dentcenter, Rm. 411 


NEWARK—ECC Women's History 
Month two-part series on Getting Your 
Financial House in Order, 6 to8 p.m. in 
the Women's Center. Formore info call 
201-877-3395. 


UNION—fire safety program hosted by 
Saint Barnabas Health Care System's 
Senior Health program, 1:00 to 2:30 
p.m. For more info call 908-964-0444 


WAYNE—"Readings by Women Au- 
thors," poet Priscilla Orr and feature 
writer Julie Epps, at Paterson Room of 
the Sarah Byrd Askew Library, at 
William Paterson College, at 3:30 p.m. 
For more info call 201-595-2971 


FRIDAY, MARCH29 
PLAINFIELD—Stone Soup and Bingo 
Day. Students of Gill St. Bernard's will 
prepare soup and sandwiches, fol- 
lowed by a bingo game at the Senior 
Citizen Center. Formore info call 908- 
753-3506. 


JERSEY CITY—"A Time for Change: 

Are You Ready for the Challenge?" 

Jersey City State College's 3rd Annual 

Mission Conference in the multipur- 
the Michael Gilli 

dent Bldg. at 8:30 a.m. For more info 

call 201-200-3468. 


JERSEY CITY—'Creating World Class 
Urban Education,” moderated by Gil 
Noble, 1:30 p.m. featuring a debate on 
vouchers and charter schools. in the 
multipurpose room of the Michael 
Gilligan Student Bldg. For more info 
call 201-200-3468. 


MONDAY, MARCH 30 
PLAINFIELD—ThePlainfield Symphony 
Orchestra in concert at the Crescent 
Ave. Presbyterian Church, 716 
Watchung Ave. at p.m. For more info 
call 908-561-5140. 


FREEHOLD—Atrican American In The 
Suburbs presents a discussion of 
Interracial Dating/Marriage Bias Crimes 
atthe Centrastate Medical Center, 901 
W. Main St. For more info call 908-269- 
8144. 


PRINCETON—NJSBA's conference 
“Curriculum Standards and the Board," 
at the Forrestal at Princeton Confer- 
ence Center, 9 a.m.to4 p.m. Registra- 
tion 8:30 a.m. For more info call 609- 
278-5214. 


TUESDAY, MARCH31 
NEWARK—Black Holocaust Memorial 
Day Committee “Unsung Heroes and 
Heroes and Heroines” awards ban- 
quet at the Robert Treat Hote! Ball- 
room. Formore info call 800-884-2671 


WAYNE—"Spring Open House" for 
students and their par- 
ents. Program at 1 p.m.; tour from 1:30 
to 4:30 p.m. For more info call 201- 
595-2950. 


THRU APRIL 15 
NEWARK- Division of Recreation/Cul- 
tural Affairs, is holding registrations’ 
for ‘Three-On-Three Basketball atall 
Recreation Centers, for more info. call 
201-733-6454. 


Calendar listings should be 
sent two weeks in advance to 
ensure publication 
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News 


at a Glance 


JESSE JACKSON 
BLASTS ACADEMY 
AWARDS 

Jesse Jackson has led a coalition 
of minority groups in protesting the. 
Academy Awards claiming, "insti- 
tutional racism that is manifest in 
three ways in Hollywood: Racial 
exclusion, cultural distortion and 
denial of access to production.” 
Jackson said, “Let us examine the 
facts. Although African Americans 
are 12 percent of the population, 
our participation in front of the cam- 
lera, behind the camera, and in the 
executive suites is minuscule." 
Jackson called the situation “cul- 
tural distortion," and said “the me- 
dia portrays African Americans 
and other people of color in five 
deadly ways: We are portrayed as 
less intelligent than we are, less 
hard-working, less universal, less 
patriotic and more violent that we 
are.” Jackson said Hollywood 
bases its art forms on a racially 
stratified society and its “Social 
iniquities continue to be expressed 
as realities through our cultural 
forms for all the world to see." 
—WASHINGTON, DC 


FARRAKHAN FIGHTS 
BACK 

Lawyers for Nation of Islam Minis- 
Iter Louis Farrakhan are saying al- 
legations in a letter from the U.S. 
Justice Department are "substan- 
tively erroneous and may consti- 
tute a violation of Farrakhan's First 
Amendment rights." NOI lawyers 
charged that the Justice 
Department's actions in request- 
ing that Farrakhan may be required 
to register as an agent of a foreign 

are 


Black Press stands its ground in Washington, DC 


WASHINGTON, DC—Inspite of 
opposition from general media and 
many government and elected offi- 
cials, leaders of the Black Press of 
America stood their ground during 
Black Press Week and gave Nation of 
Islam (NOI) Minister Louis Farrakhan 
the recognition they say he has among 
African Americans. 

Although often ignored by the 
general community and its media, the 
Black Press of America and its 200 
newspaper operations were the focus 
of attention here for its stand regard- 
ing Minister Louis Farrakhan. The 
opposition came in the form of denial 
of access to President Clinton, letters 
from Jewish groups condemning the 
action and some attacks from African 
Americans. 

At a press conference at the Na- 
tional Press Club, National Newspa- 
per Publishers Association (NNPA) 
President Dorothy Leavell said, “No- 
body can tell us who to honor.” She 
pointed out to an hostile Washington 
press corps that “Even though we 
serve 10 million readers every week 
and conducted a: national readers’ 
survey in 1994 which showed then, 
that Farrakhan hada following general 
media continues to ignore us and our 
readers as if we are invisible.” 

She continued, “I don’t know of a 
better example that illustrates how di- 
vided America’s black and white soci- 
ety is. You have made up your mind 
that you don’t like Farrakhan and what 
you think he stands for, ignoring a 
very important fact that in the black 
community he is viewed as standing 
up for something nobody else has 
stood up for us for, the right to be free 
and self-reliant,” Leavell told report- 
ers 


At odds with the Clinton Admin- 
istration before the announcement of 
Farrakhan as the organization's 


im- 
proper," partially because they 
based their allegations solely on a 
Jan. 29 Washington Post report. 
"Beyond the inherent inadmissi- 
bility and unreliability of hearsay 
statements, you openly admit your 
own uncertainty as to the truth of 
the Washington Post article,” the 
attorneys said. The attorneys told 
the Justice Department, “The 
single. source of your 


of the Year," the group's 
board of directors had sought a meet- 
ing with the President during their 
1996 Black Press Week programs in 
the nation's capital. 

"Seeing that President Clinton just. 
met with white leaders in the commu- 
nications industry it seemed proper 
that he would have accepted Mrs. 
Leavell’s overture for similar briefing 
forthe Black Pi we were 


of possible criminal conduct on the 
part of Minister Farrakhan is a 
newspaper story. Despite these 
circumstances, you have taken the 
wrongful and unjustifiable action 
of issuing a threat to Minister Louis 
Farrakhan.” 

—WASHINGTON, DC 


BLACKS LISTED IN TOP 
100 TALK SHOW 
HOSTS 


already assembled he" sad Wil 
liam Reed, the NNPA's Washington 
headquarters executive. 

"The Black Press, like black 
America, is invisible to most Ameri- 


Racist drawing 


Continued from page 1 


students involved, one does dislike 
her daughter but she was not certain 
he was responsible. She suggested 
that a iting analysis be con- 


The A 

reports that Washington, D.C.- 
based black syndicated talk show 
hosts Joe Madison and Armstrong 
Williams have been listed in Talk- 
ers Magazine as being among the 
top 100 talk show hosts in the coun- 
try. Other blacks who were on the 
list were Ken Hamblin of Denver, 
Gary Byrd of New York City and 
Larry Elder of Los Angeles. There 
are more than 4000 talk show hosts 
broadcasting on more than 1200 
talk show stations and networks in 
America today. 
—WASHINGTON, DC 


MAE JAMISON 
ARRESTED IN 
ALLEGED TRAFFIC 
VIOLATION 
The Houston Forward Times is re- 
porting that Dr. Mae Jemison, the. 
U.S.'s only black female astronaut, 
was recently arrested by Houston 
police, handcuffed and thrown to 
the ground by officers after making 
a wrong turn in traffic. The stop by 
police was compounded by a ra- 
dio check which showed that 
Jameson had an unpaid ticket on 
her docket. The complaint by the 
Forward Times, and many blacks 
in the area, is that Jemison was 
“treated like an ‘uppity’ Negro.” 
—HOUSTON, TX 


WINNIE MANDELA 
DENIED ALIMONY 
In gaining his divorce settlement, 
South African President Nelson. 
Mandela told a Johannesburg di- 
vorce court that his estranged wife 
Winnie had committed martial infi- 
delity and there was no chance of 
reconciliation. The 77-year-old 
president accused his 61-year-old 
wife of having an affair with a law- 
yer in his own African National Con- 
gress (ANC) party. Winnie Mandela 
had contested the divorce, and was 
asking for half of her husband's as- 
sets, which she pegs at "about $10 
million.” The judge denied Mrs. 
Mandela any money from President. 
Mandela's estate or his $145,000. 
annual salary 
—JOHANNESBURG, S. AFRICA 


ducted to determine the author of the 
drawing. 

Neither Principal Fudali nor the 
Superintendent were available for 
comment. However, a school official 
said the incident is being fully inves- 
tigated and a statement would not be 
issued until the investigation was 
complete. 

The younger Tillery, who is a B. 
average student has career ambitions 
of becoming a lawyer. But according 
to her mother, those dreams were tem- 
porarily dashed when she received 
the note. "She was scared to death" 
Tillery said. "She began erying and 
got very upset." Tillery, whose eyes 
began to swell with tears, said her 
daughter was so shaken she refused 
to attend school the next day. 

In a letter addressed to Howard 
West, president of the Asbury Park/ 
Neptune Branch of the NAACP, the 
young woman wrote "I was afraid to 
go back to school so I took Tuesday 
March 5, 1996 offto sitand think some 
things over. Now I know I have my 
support behind me I am going back...” 
Mrs. Tillery said her daughter pray 
daily before going to school but “still 
looks over her shoulder.” She said 
she used this incident to explain to her 
daughter the importance of pursing 
her dreams. 

West said he hopes the school 
will institute sensitivity training with 
staff and students. He reported, "there 
are some serious racial problems in 
Ocean County and when people deny 
that its there, they are in complete 
denial. 

John Dom of the Ocean County 
Prosecutors office said the investiga- 
tion was moving quickly as possible 
and that recommendations for charges 
by the department’s investigators are 
expected early. 

Dom also claimed there may be 
possible alternative solutions to re- 
solve the matter because of the age of 
the children. He said all incidents of 
this nature are initially looked at as 
bias incidents until investigations are 
complete. Tillery, however, said she will 
continue to press to have the student 


brought to justice. 


cans until it acknowledges E 1] 
like Louis Farrakhan,” Reed said. 
During their Washington celebra- 
tions commemorating 169 years E 4 
existence of the Black Press, 
NNPA's leaders did meet with 
ernment officials heading the 
ments of Agriculture, Labor and 


new advertising initiatives to r 
dent Leavell. African-American: 
der Secretary of Defense Edwin 


Vendi 


ATLANTA—Entrepren 
Munson Steed, Jr., president of B. 
Swing Games Management, Inc. 
inviting vendors from across the couf 
try to lease vending sites during tl 
Centennial Olympic and Paralympie 
Games in Atlanta. 

The leased sites will be strategie 
cally located in the city to provide the 
maximum exposure for vendors. 

“This is an amazing opportunity 


who manages two Fortune 500-sized 
businessesand an over $150 million-a- 
year advertising budget, used the 
Washington meetings to open up new 
lines of communication to the Black 
Press. 

The nation’s Senators and Con- 


joined with them in their concerns 
about lack of White House acci 
and forwarded a letter to the White 
House insisting that President Clinton 
meet with black publishers in a timely 
manner. 

Reps. Don Payne (D-NJ), head of 


gressional actively 
participated in the Black Press’ meet- 
ings on Capitol Hill. Rep. Maxine 
Waters (D-CA), who was the NNPA's 
keynote speaker during their Mid- 
Winter Workshop, met with the group, 


the! Black Caucus (CBC), 
along with Congress-people Edolphus 
Towns (D-NY), Chaka Fattah (D-PA), 
Charles Rangel (D-NY), Shelia Jackson- 
Lee (D-TX) and other members of Con- 
gress met with leaders of the Black 


Press. Many publishers also met with 
Senators who sit on the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee to discuss fairer 
treatment for African countries, in gen- 
eral, and for Nigeria, in particular. 

At ceremonies at Howard Univer- 
sity, two deceased publishers were 
Henry E. S. Reeves, founder of the Mi- 
ami Times and J. Hugo Warren, Sr., 
founder of the Philadelphia and Wash- 
ington (DC) Observer newspapers 
enshrined into the Black Press Hall of 
Fame. 


sites available for Olympics 


for vendors to showcase their wares 
to more than 3 million visitors from 
almost 700 countries” said Steed. 

“The positioning of the vending 
carts enables vendors to reach a larger 
marketthan they could if they stayed 
in their home towns. The benefit 
to the vender and the visitors com- 
ing to Atlanta for the games is 
tremendous.” 

Individual vending spaces sell 


for $10,000 to $20,000 each, based on 
the placement. The carts can be set up 
on Atlanta street corners beginning 
July 15 and will be operational through 
the end of the Paralympic Games on 
August 25. 

Atlanta Mayor Bill Campbell, a 
supporter of this marketing strategy 
said, “The legacy of what these vend- 
ing sites mean to Atlanta will be around 
much longer than the 17-day run of the 


games. 

“We anticipate that many of our 
vending participants will continue to 
sell their products in Atlanta long 
after the games are over. 

"Growth like this is important to 
any city and Atlanta is fortunate to be 
the beneficiary." 

For information about obtaining 
vending sites call Swing Games Man- 
agementat 404-681-4800. 
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Let's be our own barometer 


In reaction to People magazine’s March 18 cover story "Hollywood 
Blackout,” Rev. Jesse Jackson has vowed to have members of ethnic 
advocacy groups and community leaders in front of the LA Music Cente: 
protesting—at the Academy Awards —gainst what he chi 
nation against African Americans in Hollywood 

If the magazine intended to make Hollywood uncomfortable with the 
story's accusations of racism in the film industry, it succeeded. What they 
may not have expected was this type of reaction from the African-American 
community 

Racism in Hollywood-—oranywhere else for that matter— is nothing new 
but it takes something like this for us to take a stand or get upset about what 
is happening. 

As African-American people, we need to stand up against any form of 
racism-—subtle or obvious—everyday of our lives. If we do notlike how we are 
being represented in Hollywood and on film, don't just boycott the Oscars, 
boycott every film that doesn't have any blacks in it or misrepresents us. 

If we are angered by the lack of positive TV roles and shows, then we must 
discontinue watching those copycat shows and send continuous letters of 
protest to the television stations. We also need to learn how to support our 
own, and not wait for some non-African-American critic or awards committee 
to tell us that someone of color is worthy. We must become the barometer of 
talent when it comes to our actors and singers, the barometer of quality when 
it comes to our neighborhoods and schools, the barometer of our opportu 
nities when it comes to jobs and entreprenuership. We cannot become 
disheartened when other groups make judgments which we know are couched 
in racism and ignorance. We must seize every instance to set our own 
standards, hold each other to those standards and give recognition to those 
who meet and supersede those standards in an extraordinary way. 

No matter how you slice it, racism is still racism, but if we only raise our 
voice in protest when it is convenient or placed in a prominent light, then we 
will always have to deal with unequal and unfair treatment 


es is discrinu 


Rainbow petition drive for ‘urban policy’ 


The following is a resolution prepared by the Rainbow Coalition request- 
ing President Clinton to host a White House Conference on Urban Policy to 
address and put forward solutions to the problems facing America's urban 
cities. Please sign and return to The Rainbow Coalition. at 1700 K Si., NW| 
#800 Washington, DC 20006. 


WASHINGTON, DC— We have a national urban crisis. We all know it, but 
no one who can do anything about it wants to talk about it. Politicians are afraid 
to talk about our cities—cities are misperceived as a "black concern" — or aic in. 
denial. But every day our urban areas are more abandoned and falling deeper 
into despair. It is both cost ineffective and immoral to continue down this road, 
We need a comprehensive national urban policy 

When World War Il left Europe and Asia in ruins, we did not offer them a 
plan for behavior modification or lecture them on personal responsibility. We 
helped them rebuild their infrastructures, grow their economies and create 
markets for our goods. 

To Germany and Japan, our former enemies, we offered a Marshall and a 
MacArthur Plan. We invested in freedom, democracy and hope. We need to 
reinvestinand rebuild America, put our people back to work, rebuild our national 
infrastructure—our railroads, airports, dams, ports, bridges, roads and sewers 
und replace despair with hope. 

Therefore, the Rainbow calls upon President Bill Clinton to host a White 
House Conference on Urban Policy. You can help by getting people —where you 
work, in your religious community, at your school, your neighbors-—to sign the 
following petition: 

WHEREAS, the cities of this nation are suffering under enormous burdens 
and stresses; and 
WHEREAS, wc cannot maintain America's greatness with one out of every 
four of our children-—and one out of every two African-American children— 
living in poverty: and 
WHEREAS, in most of our major cities there is a new jail and a new stadium, 
the hallmarks of America's urban downtowns—two mountains, with a dark 
canyon of poverty and despair in between; and 
WHEREAS, one-half of all the public housing built in this country in the last 
decade is made up of jail cells; and 
WHEREAS, more than 30 years after Watts, and almost four years since Los 
Angeles erupted in the wake of the Rodney King police brutality trial, this 
country still has no national urban policy; and 
WHEREAS, the United States of America has no plan to reinvest in itscritical 
infrastructure, no plan to rebuild our cities, no plan to reclaim our urban youth 
from the criminal justice system; and 
WHEREAS, at the end of World War II, this nation did not stand idly by but 
instead created the Marshall Plan and the MacArthur Plan to reinvest in the 
devastated economies of Europe and Asia— both its allies and its enemies— 
in order to promote p tablish democracy and create healthy markets. 
for our goods, and 
WHEREAS, when America decided to support the Solidarity Movement, we 
offered Poland a serious plan for development and growth, a plan with real 
investment—40-year loans at 3/4°of 19 percent interest, first payment due in 
10 years; and 
WHEREAS, we need to “green-line” our red-lined urban areas, to give 
America's urban youth a chance; and 
WHEREAS, we need to gather urban policy experts and activists together to 
devise a plan to rebuild our cities for the next century 
NOW BEIT THEREFORE RESOLVED that we call on President Clinton to 
host a "White House Conference on Urban Policy” to discuss the problems 
of our cities, and detail the solutions that we need to rebuild urban America; 


and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that we hereby petition the President to 
point a "National Urban Policy Commission" charged with the duty of] 

formulating an action plan to save our cities. 

We, the undersigned, do respectfully request that the President hear our plea. 


Quote of the week 


That man over there 
says that women need 
to be helped into 
carriages, and lifted 
over ditches, and to 
have the best place 
everywhere. Nobody 
ever helps me into 
carriages, or over 
mud puddles, or gives 
me any best place! 
And ain't I a woman? 
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by Connie Woodruff 


He is president 

of the Natio 

A | Baseball Leag 

7 has a busy sched 

ule that keeps him 

constantly flying 

trom coast-to-coast 

and a family man to boot, but Lennie 

Coleman still has a passion for vol- 
unteer service 

He recently took on another chal- 
lenge as Chairman of the Jackie 
Robinson Foundation, maintaining this 
is a labor of love for the latest baseball 
eat and his widow, Rachel Robinson. 

When Lennie played baseball for 

Montclair High and laterforalocal (NJ) 
semi pro team, Jackie Robinson was 
his idol and "it's à way of giving back 
to aman and his mission who inspired. 
encouraged and motivated youngsters 
» all colors and creeds in his 
(Kobinson's) glory days.” 

IU this kind of spirit of taking the 
time to rememberones rootsthat makes 
Len Coleman one of my favorite people 
in the world of public service 


ic 


AS I SEE IT 


Speaking of public service, women 
are pushing hard to be seen and heard 
in the Black Issues Convention (BIC) 
upper echelons. Three have moved up 
inrank on BIC'sexecutive committee: 
Blanche Harris, vice president; Diana 
Cooper, secretary and Bessie White, 
treasurer. 


Another three women are making 
life miserable for the Cooper adminis- 
tration in East Orange. Councilwomen 
Yvonne Blake, Carol Clark and Mary 
Patterson keep pointing fingers at the 
mayor's office for the city's deep fi- 
mancial trouble which is said to have 
Occurred when the city operated with 


a deficit for two years. They are also. 
asking questions about a potential 


reduction in police ranks when East 
‘Orange is ranked 10th in the nation in 
violent crimes. This may or may not 
have something to do with the rumors 
Blake and Clark may become candi- 
dates for mayor next time around 


Since Mayor James tapped New- 
‘ark funeral director Ramona Santiago 
for deputy mayor, friends say her skills 
as a political negotiator have greatly 


improved. 

There is a possibility she may 
replace Maria Vizcarronda DeSoto as 
Essex County Surrogate. That will 
make Ramona the highest ranking His- 
panic elected official in Essex County 
and catapult her to a leadership role in 
the Latino community 


The death of Assemblyman Mon- 
roe J. Lustbader came as a surprise to 
many who had no idea the former 
Republican Freeholder had been en- 
during his fatal illness for several years. 

And now speculation is running 
wild as people discuss his successor, 


as she is at stirring an audience, Cramp 
and her crew really ought to be looking 
atnew faces for '97-the year before the 
councilwoman runs for re-election. 


Assemblyman Willie Brown may 
find himself challenged again this year 
when he runs for another term as New- 
atk South Ward Democratic Chairman. 

Willie has a tenacious hold on 
adership inthe Democratic Party and 
I can't see him letting go without a 
fight to the death 

Over the years he has developed 
into a suave, urbane political techni- 
cian and those who have tried to oust 


Among the names surfa ithregu- 
larity is Essex County Executive Jim 
Treffinger—the only question seems 
to be when and who will replace him. 
Will Cardell Cooper finally get the 
opportunity to serve or will Demo- 
cratic Chairman Tom Giblinname him- 
self as an interim? Or will Treffinger 
choose to remain in the post? 

Kudos to Newark Councilwoman 
ildred Crump for a successful sec- 
ond annual Empowerment for Women 
Conference. It was a return visit for 
Sistah Souljah whose script didn't 
change much from last year. As good 


The great Hollywood b 


by Sharon Khadijah Vincent 


of discussion 
over the past 
two 
about racism 
in the film 
television and 
entertainment industry, The main 
stream media's focus of attention on 
this issue has been apparently fueled 
by anarticle appearing in People maga 
Zinc utled, "The Holly wood Blackout; 
Since Ldon't subscribe to or read 
People magazine because of their own 


weeks. 


and progress over the years, but, we 


"havea very long. long way to go. Even 
There wa 
has been a lot Pattacks and the progress achieved is 


Is that were made are under 


fading away. Racism in Americaislike 
4 cancer multiplying and destroying 
itself. Hollywood (a.k.a. “Tinsel 
Town") may be a place where illu- 
ns are created and made, but rac- 
Jism, even in the land of make believe is 
"still persuasive and unchecked 
Reverend Jesse Jackson an- 
nounced plans to stage a boycott of 
the Oscar Awards ceremony to bring 
attention to the “blackout * 


of the 
‘Oscars by the Academy this year. Pm 
‘Sure whatever efforts are made to help 


blackout. have been spending my. "bring attention to this problem are 
time on line in the supermarket reali appreciated 

the article (why should I pay to sup¢ 

port my own oppression?) in order td 
find out what prompted this sudden 


The real protest though, should 
come from the black community at- 
large. That protest would involve our 


attention ona problem that we as Bh 
are very aware of 
The 


just one example of the "blackdut" in 


virtually every industry in Anlerica 


Yes, we have made tremendouj gains 


FROMCAPITOL HILL 


acks 


blackout” in Hollywdod is: 


refusal to continue to watch shows on 
television, or pay exorbitant movie 
ticket prices to see films that do not 
employ blacks as writers, producers, 
directors, technicians, actors, ete. 
One ofthe most popular shows on 


TV right now, Friends, appearing on 
NBC, has no major black characters 
featured. If this show is supposed to 
be symbolic of the average lives of 
white America's so-called "Gene 
tion X,” then we can certainly see why 
racism is just as prevalent as ever, 
right here in America. 

These young white men and 
women live in theirown insular world 
and their exposure to other races and 
cultures are extremely limited. With 
this limited interaction with other races 
and groups, is it any wonder that 
racism continues to breed and fester 
in this country? 

Over the past year the number of 
blacks appearing in starring roles on 
television and film has diminished. 
While we can blame white executives 
who ultimately make the decisions 
about what films get financed and 
distributed, or put on TV, we have to 
look at how our own community helps 
to foster our own oppression. 

We continue to buy tickets to the 
movies that don't feature blacks in 
starring roles, and we continue to 


him have how firmly he 
has secured-his position as chairman 
and Assembly representative in the 
29th Dist 


On a more pleasant political note, 
the engagement of Princeton Mayor 
Michele L. Tuck to Rhinold L. Ponder, 
is official. Tuck's good friends, Sha- 
ron Bilanian and Christy Davis, hosted 
an engagement announcement party 
for the happy couple at Princeton's 
Triumph Brewing Company where it 
was parteeee time for family and close 
friends. May they live happily ever after. 


lackout 


watch television in record numbers. If 
we represent almost 45 percent of the 
movie ticket buyers, yet, only 2 per- 
cent of the roles cast feature blacks in 
predominant roles, whose fault is it 
that the trend continues? 

We need to take a stand by using 
our economic clout. If we stop buying 
ticket to films that continually depicta 
one-sided view on who we are; stop 
buying tickets to movies or watching 
shows that don’t employ blacks then 
a powerful message will be sent and 
heard 

This won't require a tremendous 
sacrifice for anyone, it just means ex- 
ercising some discipline, and taking a 
principle stand on issues that we feel 
are important. Moaning or groaning 
about what white executives continue 
to do to us is insufficient and a com- 
plete waste of time. 

We can and must control our own 
purses, and keeping them closed until 
the doors of opportunity are opened 
wider for us is absolutely essential in 
ending America's "blackout," all 
across this country 


Clinton real target of Farrakhan attack 


by Askia Muhammad. 


Putting Min- 
ister Louis 
Farrakhan infront 
of a Congres- 
sional committee 


on live television, 
ft would be like 
throwing the pro- 
scibial "Br'er Rabbit” into the briar 
patch. Rep. Peter King-who describes 
himself as the congressional critic of 
the Nation of Islam leader—is smart 
enough to realize that 
Rep. King’s International Relations 
Subcommittee looking into attempts 
by so-called "rogue regimes" to influ- 
policies did not force a face 
off, because Min. Farrakhan is not the 
real target of the attack. Pres. Bill Clinton 


pi 
*l 


ence U 


Last week at an appearance at the 
age Foundation, Rep. King said 
he would ask government officials if 
Min Farrakhan violated any laws in 
any of the 18 nations visited on last 
month's World Friendship Tour. lf there 
were no violations, he said, then the 
laws need to be strengthened. To para- 
phrase Jean Paul Sartre from his book 
“The Anti Scmite and The Jew: if the 
violation didn’t exist, the legislator 
would invent one.” 

But no government officials 
showed up to testify. Only so-called 
foreign policy and terrorism “experts,” 
who in tact engaged in a Witch 
Hunt...an inquisition 

“We believe there is a political 
motive to what is goingen,” NOI Chief 
of Staff Leonard Farrakhan Muhammad 
said atan Imani Temple rally following 
the Capitol Hill hearing last week. He 
and other supporters of Min 
Farrakhan were not permitted to tes- 
tify. "We not only saw a hearing fo- 
cused on destroying the good name 


and reputation of Min. Farrakhan, but 
we also saw a hearing that was de- 
signed to force Pres. Clinton to do 
something against good political 
sense...to attack Louis Farrakhan and 
hurt himself in his own base, nation- 
wide. 

“This is a political year. The hear- 
ings today were used to embarrass 
Pres. Clinton, totry to force him totake 
on Louis Farrakhan so that his vote in 
the Black ity in November will 


Worse still, was the total distor- 
tion of what really happened in so- 
called "rogue" countries in stories 
that did appear. 

Even in South Africa (hardly a 
“rogue regime”), Pres. Nelson 
Mandela did not “lecture” Min. 
Farrakhan on race relations. What he 
said was that, “...There was no issue 
that arose on which there was dis- 
agreement.” Min, Farrakhan’s views, 
Pres. Mandela said, “are identical with 


be weak. Shame on you!” Mr 
Muhammad said 

I suspect Rep. King's goal in try- 
ing to get State Department, Treasury 
Department, and Justice Department 
representatives to testify about the 
activities ofthe Muslim leader, is simi- 
lar to his destructive strategy em- 
ployed last year 

Lastmarch, Rep. King grilled Pres 
Clinton's HUD-Secretary Henry 
Cisneros before a House Banking 
Subcommittee regarding security con- 
in crime-ridden, low-income 
housing projects held by firms affili- 
ated with Nation of Islam members. 
What King failed to do however, was 
question any of the residents who 
actually live in these housing. 

Sure enough, two months later 
contracts which had been approved 
were reviewed, and eventually can- 
celed. Sadly for the residents involved, 
criminal activity and violence often 
followed the departure of the unarmed 
Muslim guards. 

This latest anti-Farrakhan hyste- 
riaon Capitol Hill is completley unjus- 
tified. T have traveled with him every 
step of the world tour. I am shocked at 
the blatant censorship that this coun- 
try has enforced on every piece of 
good news in countries friendly to the 
U.S.—Like Senegal, Ghana, Moz- 
ambique, Liberia, Zaire, The Gambia, 
Turkey, or Saudi Arabia 


the principles that I put forward." 

In Iran, Min. Farrakhan did not 
promise the destruction of America at 
the "hands of the Muslims." Indeed, 
after listening to hundreds and hun- 
dreds of thousands of Iranians chant- 


ity N 


The 
Heartbeat 
of the City 


Family Package 


$50 


Subscribe 


V appropriate box to indi 
Name 


today and don't miss a beat! 


te subeription desired, 


ing "death to America, death to Is- 
rael,” Min. Farrakhan instead told the 
crowd at Freedom Square on the 17th 
anniversary of the Islamic Revolution, 
February 11. 

“The problem in the Muslim world 
is not America, nor is it Israel, nor is it 
the West. The problem in the Muslim 
world is that our world has deviated 
from the path of Prophet Muhammad 
and the teaching of the Holy Qur'an." 

As is so often the case with this 
misunderstood messenger, there was 
much heat, but little light generated by 
the International Relations Commit- 


tee, And if the President and his advis- 
ers are not careful, Mr. Clinton will be 
the one who gets burned. 
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THRU MARCH30 
JERSEY CITY—JCSC willoffer its Sat- 
urday Gifted and Talented Education 
program for talented youth in grades 
fourthrough six 


NJ students win 1st and 2nd 
place in Coca Cola art contest 


days at 9:30 a.m, For tuition info call 
201-200-3089. 


MARCH 27 & 28 
CRANFORD-— Teen ArtsFestivalat UCC 
9 a.m.102 p.m. Formore info call 908. 
558-2550. 


FRIDAY, MARCH 29 
LINCROFT—Brookdale Community Col- 
lege features The African-American/ 
Native American Gonnection at its 
"Youth Day" program, 9 a.m. in Forum 
103. For more info call 908-224-2385. 


SATURDAY, MARCH 30 
JERSEY CITY—JCSC review course 
forthe SAT through its Saturday course 
from 9a.m.to 11:30a.m. For tuition info 
call 201-200-3089. 


NEWARK--WBGO children's concert 
series features artist Valerie Capers 
at The Priory St. Joseph's Plaza at 
noon. Formore info call 201-624-8880. 


THRU MAY 18 
JERSEY CITY— Spanish Enrichmentfor 
Children,” a ten-part Saturday course 
at JCSC for children of Hispanic heri- 
tage in grades K thru six. For more info 
call 201-200-3089 


APRIL 2THRU7 
NEW BRUNSWICK—Sesame Street 
Live’, When | Grow Up at the State 
Theatre. For tickets call 908-246-7469. 


APRIL 13 & 14 
NEW YORK—Come celebrate with Sea 
side Aquarium for its 100th anniver- 
sary 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. each day. Live 
entertainment, Horseshoe crab 
storytelling, talk with the penguin mas- 
cot and create deep-sea bathysphere 
fun fact cards. For more info call the 
718-265-FISH 


APRIL 13 & 20 
JERSEY CITY—JCSC will offer a re- 
view course for the SAT through its 
Saturday course from 9 a.m. to 11:30 
a.m. For tuition info call 201-200-3089. 


SUNDAY, APRIL 14 
MORRISTOWN—Morristown Beard 
School invites you to an Open House 
beginning at 1 p.m. for middle school 
students and 2:15 for upper class stu 
dents. For more info call the school at 
201-539-3032, ext. 540 


Calendar listings should be 
sent two weeks in advance 


to ensure publication 


Mayor’s basketball 
tournament kicks off 


NEWARK-Just when you 
thought you were safe from the 
“March Madness” basketball, the 
Newark Division of Recreation and 
Cultural Affairs is sponsoring the 1996. 
"Mayor's Basketball Tournament, 
scheduled for April 8-12 at West Side 
High School. Only the first 10 teams to 
apply will be selected. The event, open 
to Newark residents only. is divided 
into male and female division and three 
age categories (9-14, and 18 & over) 

Refundable registra 
set for each respective age category at 
$50, $60 and $80. Registration dead- 
line is March 29. Entry forms are avail 
able in the DORCA office Rm. B-23. 
City Hall. For moreinfo call 733-3749. 


on fees are 


Newark public 
school calendar 
adjustments 


NEWARK—Newark Public 
Schools’ students and staff will be 
required to report to school through 
June 26, for make-up days in order to. 
finish the school year, due to weather 
related emergencies on December 20, 
1995 and January 8-10, 

Cleveland School will be required 
to attend an additional day, on June 
27, to compensate for the school clos- 
of February 5 

P.M. Kindergarten and Pre-School 
programs will reschedule two half-day 
Sessions to compensate for classes 
missed due to 1 p.m. school closings 
on December 19, 1995 and January 12. 

Elementary and secondary gradu- 
ations will be held at their scheduled 
times on June 26. Staff and students 
will be dismissed at | p.m. For addi- 
tional information, call 733-1338. 


Oliver and Company is coming 


kitten 


A motley group of 


canines 
idi 


a homel 
d 


named Oliver into their ranks, 


NEW YORK, NY — Setagainst the 
skylines, streets and subways of mod- 
em day New York City, Oliver and 
Company is the contemporary re-tell- 
ing of Dickens’ classic story and intro- 
duces a colorful cast of animal and 
human characters along with five out- 
standing original songs performed by 
such top talents as Billy Joel, Bette 
Midler, Huey Lewis,and Ruth Pointer. 

Oliver & Company follows the 
misadventures of an orphaned kitten, 
Oliver, voiced by Joey Lawrence. Oliver 
is taken in by a pack of pickpocket 
dogs who rescue him from kidnap- 


ping. Cheech Marin provides the voice 
for Tito, a Chihuahua, while Dom 
DeLuise will delight audiences with 
his portrayal of Fagin, the human ring- 
leader of the canine crowd. 

When a little girl from Fifth Ave. 
finds Oliver and takes him uptown to 
live among the “swells,” Fagin's evil 
boss, Sykes steps in and kidnaps the 
pair. However, his nasty plan to keep 
Oliver from having his customary nine 
lives is foiled when the ransomed 
kitty's “Bow-wow”-ery buddi 
cide to use their street knowledge to 
rescue their feline friend. 


de- 


Pictured (I -r) Tom Brown dir. African-American consumer marketing, Coca- 
Cola NY; 3rd place winner Cindy Pardo; Gus Ferreira, dir. special markets 
Coca-Cola NY; 2nd place winner Jakyrra Knox; 1st place winner Vashean 
Balkcom and Giuseppe D'Alessandro, field marketing manager, Coca-Cola USA. 


NEW YORK — Coca-Colarecently 
announced the winners of its third 
annual "Coca Cola Presents The Art 
Of Harmony: An Art Competition for 
High School Students 

First place winner, Vashean 
Balkcom, a senior from Orange High 
School in Orange, received a $5,000 
U.S. Savings Bond, Second place was 
awarded tc Jakyira S. Knox, a sopho- 
more from Arts High School in New- 
ark, with third place going to Cindy 
Pardo, a junior at Central Islip High 
School in Central Islip, NY. Knox and 
Pardo each received a $2,500 U:S: Sav? 


over 400 entries from schools in New. 
York, New Je d Connecticut on 
the theme of "Living In Harmony." 
"Coca-Cola is committed to mak- 
ing a difference through community 
partnerships.” said Giuseppe 
D'Alessandro, Field Marketing Man- 
ager. Coca-Cola USA. "We are proud 
of this program be 


use it encourages 


INROADS' 


artistic selfexpression among students 
and showcases their inherent creative 
abilities via the murals.” 

First place winner, Vashean 
Balkcom, submitted a colored pencil 
drawing entitled, “Mix It Up," It is an 
intricate sketch of a teenage artist 
drawing his view of New York City 
while drinking acanof Coca-ColaC 
sic. 


Jakyrra S. Knox, used tempera 
paints to create her work entitled, 
Quilt of Harmony,” a patchwork 
quilt being sewn together with a 
kaleidoscope of fabric swatches 
representing different groups of 
people, 

Cindy Pardo, utilized paste! paints 
to create her work entitled simply, 
"Living in Harmony," which features 
two faces whose portraits form a 
multicultural design. 

Nine additional works have been 
ed to form an art tour that will 
travel throughout the NY tri-state area 
this spring. 


career 


e 


workshop weekend 


EAST BRUNSWICK. 
Central New Jersey, Inc., will condu 
the lasi/ol its aalent pool aie 
Wc on Saturdas | March 30 

The workshop will be held at the 


INROADS/ 


| 


and college students will participate in 
the workshop which is designed to 


hissist them in pursuing their ca- 


re 
speĝific 


als and prepäring them for 
internships with corpora- 


AT&T Tower in East Brunswick frions 


from ¥:30a.m.104:30 p.m. 
Approximately 200 high school 


Workshops include Career Over- 


Views and interview practice sessions. 


Internship opportunities 


TRENTON—The NJSCA and the 
Rutgers Graduate School of Mar 
ment 


ge 
co-sponsors of an Aris Man- 
agement Internship program that al- 
lows students to work direcily with 
council personnel in program areas 
including Grants, Arts in Education, 
Folk Arts, Marketing, Visual Arts, and 
Arts Inclusion projects 

Interns work an average of 3 days 
per week during a 12-week internship 
They see individual projects through 


to completion and gain an overview of 
goverhmental arts support and policy. 

In addition, interns will have the 
chálcé to attend various meetings 
conferences, and site visits that per- 
tain to various arts initiatives in the. 
State. A stipend is provided. Contact 
Tom Moran, Visual Arts Coordinator, 
NISCA. 609292-6130, or Pat 
Kettenring, Director, Rutgers Busi- 
ness and the Arts Program, 201-648- 
5961 


Arctic Babies/Rain 
Forest Babies 


by Kathy Darling 
Photos by Tara Darling 


A tie Babies( Walker and 
Company, March 1996) introduces 
the bundles of feathers, fur, and fat 
that live in the icy cold of the Far 
North. Look into the wide blue eyes 
lof a Lynx kitten just two weeks old 
Admire a caribou calf's velvety 
brand-new antlers. Meet a baby pols 
bear snuggled against its mother 
Rain Forest Babies welcomes 
you to lush green tropical rain forests 
teeming with baby animals of every 
kind, from 300-pound baby elephants 
to young marmosets no bigger than 
your hand, to tiny jewel-like poison- 
lous frog 
Renowned animal experts Kathy 
and Tara Darling traveled six conti- 
nents to research and photograph 
these adorable animals. Kathy's lively 
description features facts about the 
different environments and lists cach 
baby's vital statistics, while Tara 
photographs capture these amazing 
[creatures at their playful best 


Books for growing 


Exotic Invaders Killer 
Bees, Fire Ants, and 
Other Alien Species 


by Jeanne M, Lesinski 


Fun or startling facts and vivid] 
‘color photos, Exotic Invaders 
(Walker and Company, March 1996) 
“will captivate readers through its dy- 
fnamic design and unusual subject. 
eanne M. Lesinski's first book forl 
Tyoung readers tracks five invasive] 
‘Species to illustrate the full impact] 
atures from foreign ecosystems} 
an have on our environment 

The sea lamprey, the fire ant, the 
zebra mussel, the European startling, 
and the African honey bee (known as] 
the “killer bee”) are some of the most 
infamous and aggressive non-native 
Species in the country 

Each of them has fully infiltrated] 
its ecosystem, despite ongoing hu- 
man intervention. Lesinski gives prac- 
fical advice on how to control the 
Spread of exotic invaders. More than 
anything, however, her book is an 
bject lesson in the ways of nature. 

Jeanne. Lesinski is a magazine 
Writer and a contributing author 
and editor for reference works 


a 5 
This week in 
MARCH 27 
1862 - Sculptor and educator Augusta 
Savage is born. 
1924 - Singer 


rah Vaughn is born, 


Lettersestablished 
in Boston. 

1984- PresAhmed 
Sekou Toure. 
president of 
Guineadies. 
MARCH 28 
1799 - Slavery is 
outlawed by United 
States Legislature 
1870 - Jonathan S. 
w 


Sarah Vaughan 


me Court Justice 


1 Butler sets track record. 
1925 - Poet Countee Cullen wins Phi 
Beta Kappa honors at New York Uni- 
versit 
1925 - Sculptor Ed Wilson is born in 
Baltimore, MD. 
1966 - Bill Russell is named head coach 
of the Boston Celtics, the first Afri. 
can-American to coach an NBA team. 
1984 - Educator and civil rights activ 
ist Benjamin Mays dies in Atlanta, GA 
MARCH 29 
1815 - Napoleon bans slave trade 
1918 - Singer Pear! Bailey is born. 
1945 - Basketball player Walt Frazier 
is born in Atlanta, GA. 
1959- President and founder of the 
Central African Republic Barthelemey 
Boganda dies in a plane cras 

ARCH 30 
1870 - The 15th Amendment, barring 
race as a voting qualification, is rati 
fied. 
1923 - Zeta Phi Beta sorority is incor- 
porated, after being founded in 1920 at. 
Howard University 
1932 - The New York Rens, one of the 
best-known African-American basket- 
ball teams, beats the Boston Celtics by 
three points to win their first world 
professional championship, the first 

nerivan team. 


1946-51 
Broadway. 
1948 - Fashion 
pany founder 
Oxford, MI. 
1967- Author Jean Toomer dies. 
1989-Clarence Page, Chicago Tribune 
columnist, receives Pulitzer Prize for 
commentary 
MARCH 31 

1853-At concen singer Elizabeth Tay- 
lor Greenfield's New York debut in 
Metropolitan Hall, African-Americans 
are not allowed to attend, Angered and 
assed, Greenfield performs a 
concert at the Broadway Tab 


Louis Woman opens on 


node! 
mi 


nd beauty com- 
Sims is born in 


Black History 
T87O-Thoinas Peterson is the fist Af 


rican-American 10 vote in U.S. after 
15th Amendment is ratified 
1878-Jack Johnson . first African- 
American heavyweight boxing cham 
pion, is born 

1949-William Grant Still's opera 


Troubled Island receives its world pre 
miere at the New York City Opera, with 
Robert McFerrin debuting as the first 
African-American male to sing with the 


company 
1960 - Laurian Rugambwa of Tanzania 
becomes first black Roman Catholic 
cardinal 


1980 - Larry Holmes wins the 


vacant 


on wins the Pulitzer 


a powerful novel of 

a runaway slave who murders her daugh 

ter rather than see her raised in slavery. 
APRIL 1 

1868 - Hampton Institute is founded in 


Samuel Chapman 
Armstro 

1905- Mother 
Clara McBride 


founder of 


Hale House. 
born 
1917- Scott 


Joplin, father of 
rag 


i. 


Benjamin Mays 


1930 - Zawditu, first reigning female 


onarch of Ethiopia, dies. 


licheaux, film producer, 


colts. segr 
Bantu Education Act in South Africa 
1966-The first World Festival of Ni 
Arts opens in Dakar, Senegal, with the 
U.S. African-American del 
st number of repre- 


ing one of the larg 
sentatives. 


APRIL2 


Langston is elected 


ered the first African-Ameri 
cial to be elected to public office. 
1918 - Charles White, artist, is born in 
Chicago, IL 

1932 - Bill Pickett, well-known cowboy 
who was acclaimed by President 
Theodore Roosevelt as “one of the best 
trained ropers and riders the West has 
produced,” dies, 

1939- Marvin Gaye. sin 
ducer, is born in Washi 
ach John 
Georgetown University becomes first 
American coach to win the 
A basketball tournament 


PLAINFIELD- 


Youth For United 
ofLinden High School donated clothing tothe YMCA of Plainfield to benefit 
people living at the Y’s homeless shelter. 


Subscribe to 
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Religious 
Calendar 


FRIDAY, MARCH29 


ORANGE-—Give Him The Highest Praise, 
St. Matthew's A.M.E. Church's 16th 
anniversary celebration. Service of re- 
dedication with special guest Rev. 
Jerry Sunders, 7 p.m. sharp. 


SATURDAY, MARCH30 


ORANGE—St. Matthew's anniversary 
celebration continues with Sons of 
Thunder in concert, 5 p.m. sharp. Fel- 
lowship immediately following. 


SUNDAY, MARCH31 


ORANGE St. Matthew's anniversary 
celebration continues with worship 
service at 11 a.m. 


ENGLEWOOD —Rev. Al Sharpton will 
speak at the First Baptist Church of 
Englewoodat4 p.m. Formore infocall 
the church at 201-568-3410. 


NEWARK—Mozart's Requiem will be 

ung by a New York choir at the His- 
toric House of Prayer Episcopal Church 
in Newark at 3 p.m. For more info call 
201-483-8202. 


FRIDAY, APRILS 


PLAINFIELD—Crescent Ave,. Presby- 
terian Church's 23 annual Benefit Con- 
cert for Muhlenberg Regional Medical 
center featuring the Ontario Choir. For 
tickets call 908-756-4919. 


SUNDAY, APRIL7 


PLAINFIELD—Pre-service concertatthe. 
Crescent (s hurch 


LIFESTYLE S 


Combating NJ's black infant mortality 


TRENTON— The New Jersey De- 
partment of Health has joined forces 
with the Trenton alumnae Chapter of 
Delta Sigma Theta Sorority inan effort 
to reduce the state's unacceptably 
high rates of black infant mortality. 

The summit which was entitled 
“Sister, Baby Your Baby before it’s 
Born,” was held on March 16 in Tren- 
ton. 

As a result, 19 New Jersey chap- 
ters of Delta Sigma Theta will begin a 
pilot project to provide mentors to 


about 200 black pregnant women state- 
wide who are not in prenatal care or are 
attending care sporadically. Women 
having trouble paying for care. or 
women who feel they just need help 
getting through their pregnancy will 
be eligible. 


'e got interested in this prob- 
lem when we saw people in our com- 
munities having premature babies or 
losing a child in infancy," explained 
Sandra Bishop. president of the Tren- 
ton Chapter of Delta, "We wondered 


Black United Fund/NJ kicks. 
off church campaign 


PISCATAWAY—The Black 


» United Fund of NJ (BUF/NJ) will kick- 


off its eighth annual BUF/NJ Sunday 
Campaign on Friday, March 28 at the 
Zion Hill Baptist Church, on Highland 
Ave. in Piscataway. 

According to the 1996 BUF/NJ 
Sunday campaign chairman Rev. 
Raiford Wheeler, pastor of Park Av- 
enue Christian Church Disciples of 
Christ, United Church of Christ the 
ministers have set a $50,000 campaign 
goal. 

Agencies funded by BUF/NJ pro- 
vide services in the areas of AIDS 
education, teen pregnancy preven- 
tion, substance abuse, child abuse 
and domestic violence, crime preven- 
don. pomni education and Wir 

housing. leadership 


at 10: 30 a. 


Calendar listings should be 
sent two weeks in advance 
to ensure publication 


HR RR) and literacy. 

Wheeler said “we believe the 
church needs to be more responsive 
to the community. We cannot sit in 
our ivory towers and pretend that 
social problems do not exist With all 
the layoffs and down sizing the black 


community is experiencing, our only 
hope is for the churches and individu- 
als to support BUF/NJ.” 

Lloyd Oxford, president of BUF/ 
IJ, agreed, stating that the church has 
always been a major institution for? 
raising money in the black commu- 


ity. 
According to Oxford, “this is the’ 
most ambitious BUF/NJ Sunday cam- 
paign we have conducted. But the 
problems in the black community are 
more severe than they have ever 
been." Each of the BUF/NJ Ministe- 
rial Advisory Council has pledged to 
raise a minimum of $5000. 
“Considering there are over 600 
Baptist churches alone in the state, w 
should easily reach our $50,000 go: 
said Wheeler. “The BUF/NJ Sunday 
campaign will bean ecumenical effort, 
We will approach every denomination 
from Baptist to AME, to Catholic) 
Methodists, Muslim, Pentecostal, ni 


Jewish. We all have a responsibility 
for the poor and downtrodden in our 


communities,” Wheeler continued. 


why this was happening and what we 
could do about it. We're excited to get 
involved in a program that could make 
a difference for black women." 

In 1993, New Jersey had a black 
infant mortality rate of 17.7 for every 
1.000 births compared with an overall 
rate of 8.4 anda white rate of 6.4. Early 
and regular prenatal care can reduce 
infant mortality by making it more likely 
à women will have a full-term baby of 
normal birth weight. Other factors as- 
sociated with infant death include sub- 


Domestic violence 
resource carts 
published 


the chain 
of violence 
against women! 


Emergency 


Numbers on Back 


CLIFTON—A wallet-sizedcard list- 
ing domestic-abuse and rape-crisis 
center phone numbers is being pub- 
lished to assist women in crisis 

The card, which depicts a heavy 
broken chain on the front, carries the 
legend “Break the Chain of Domestic 
Violence Against Women.” The cards 
are available at municipal buildings, li- 
braries, hospital waiting rooms, and 
YWCAs. 


Blood donations needed 


EASTORANGE—The BloodCen- 
ter of New Jersey (formerly the North 
Jersey Blood Center) has new blood 
drive locations and asking healthy 
adults to call and sign up to donate. 

Donors must be 18 years of age. 


© Seventeen year olds may donate with 


* The comfort of a fixed rate for your 
choice of 1, 3, or 5 years. 

* After the fixed-rate period, 
variable-rate payments of only 1% 
over the prime rate for the life of 


You already own 
the best tax advantage. 


Investors Savings’ Homeowners Equity Line of Credit, 
featuring an introductory fixed rate for your 
choice of 1, 3, or 5 years. 


If you’re a home owner and need extra money, Investors Savings Bank’s i 
home equity credit line is here for you. Now the money to make home 
improvements, consolidate debts, pay college tuition, buy a car, takea 
vacation, or do literally anything you want to do is right at hand. And 
we've created it so you'll get The Best possible features and benefits: 


* The possibility of significant 
tax advantages.* 
* No points. 


* No appraisal fee. 


your loan. * Noapplication fee. 
Term Fixed-Rate Fixed-Rate Fixed-Rate Current variable 
15-years 1 year 3 years 5 years rate*** 
"uae 6,99% 7,49% 7,99% 9 25% 
fixed rate ^^ le á " ^ 
e 4 47% 4.79% 5 11% 5 92% 
- e. e e e 


| ter before dona 


parental permission. There is no up- 
per age limit for donors provided they 
have donated within the last 2 years, 
or have a doctor's note. Donors 
should know their social security 
number and bring a signed form of 
identification. 
People with cold or flu symptoms 
should wait until they are feeling bet- 
ig, and there is a 72- 
hour deferral for dental work, in- 
cluding routine teeth cleaning. 
For donation sites in your area 
call 1-800-BLOOD NJ 


Newark 
launches early 
childhood 
institute 


NEWARK—Approximately 125 
school teachers in the Newark School 
District will receive professional de- 
velopment training at an Early Child- 
hood Education Forum on Saturday, 
March 30. 

The forum, scheduled to run from 
8:30a.m.to3 p.m. willbeheldatCamden 
Elementary School, in Newark 

The day's theme entitled "Nur- 
turing Thinkersand Problem Solvers— 
A Work In Progress” is designed to 
help Pre-Kindergarten through 2nd- 
grade teachers explore in depth how 
early childhood programs can be 
strengthenedin terms of teaching tech- 
niques or strategies. In addition, it is 
an opportunity for teachers to share 


Applicat 


* Interest is usually tax deductible; please consult your tax advisor. 
fRer-tax examples assume a 36% tax bracket; your after-tax advantage may differ from the examples shown. 
= Based on the current prime rate of 8.25% + 1% margin. 
This program is available only to new equity credit line customers or to those who have had no credit line at 
Investors Savings Bank in the six months prior to application. You may borrow up to $100,000; your credit 
line and balance of your first mortgage may not exceed 75% of the value of your house. After the fixed-rate 
introductory period, the interest rate of the loan becomes variable and changes to 1% over the prime rate for 
the life of the loan. Maximum interest rate is 15%. 


their knowledge and gain 
from colleagues who are successfully 
working in earlychildhood programs. 
According to Dr. Beverly Hall, 
state district superintendent, “This 
program is aligned with our first goal 
to improve teaching and learning in 
the classroom. We will continue to 


See CHILDHOOD PROGRAM page 10 


stance use. smoking, poor nutrition, 
increased stress and adolescence 

The purpose of the summit was to 
increase awareness of black infant 
mortality and to discuss strategies to 
get the black community involved in 
dealing with the problem. 

Dr. Janet Mitchell, director of ob- 
stetrics at the Interfaith Medical Ce 
ter in Brooklyn, was keynote speaker 
for the event. Dr. Mitchell has de 
voted her career to improving the 
health status of women, especially 
women of color. Her interests include 


Gov. Whitman 
designates Many 
Faces week 


TRENTON—Governor Whitman 
has signed a proclamation calling for} 
Many Faces-One Family week in New 
Jersey to celebrate the 
and cultural diversity 

“The more we can appreciate the| 
contributions that every group has| 
made to our great state and nation, 
the better we can live together, work 
together and find common ground,” 
stated Whitman. 


ate's ethnic, 


infant mortality, subs „HIV, 
and adolescent pregnancy 
Following the summit, the Healthy 
Mothers/Healthy Babies Coalitions 
and the Maternal and Child Health 
Consortia will educate the Deltas and 
other volunteers in mentoring and 
basic data collection, to aid in program 
evaluation. Pregnant women will en- 
ter the program through referrals from 


See INFANT MORTALITY/ page 10 


The proclamation was signed 
during a reception in honor of the 
New Jersey Martin Luther King Jr. 
[Commission and the Ethnic Advi- 
sory Council. Many Faces-One Fam- 
ily week will run Saturday b 
28 through Saturday, October 5. 

The initiative is a leadership and 
public awareness campaign started 
by the governor in 1994. The program 


See MANY FACES/ page 10 


BROWN'S FUNERAL HOME 


122 Plainfield Avenue 
Plainfield, NJ 07060 
Established in 1922 


(908) 756-4241 


or 
1-800-286-4241 


DIANE JONES GENTLES 


Funeral Director 


One Blood, The Death 
and Resurrection of 
Charles R. Drew 


by Spencie Love 
Foreword by John Hope Franklin 


Viia OWN 
The Death ond 


nection of 


nocie Love a 
wm Blood, The 
Death and 

Resurrec- 


Drew(Uni- 
versity of North Carolina Press) 
traces the life of the famous black 
scientist and surgeon Dr. Charles 
Drew and the well-known legend 
about his death. On April 1, 1950, 
Drew, then 45 years old, died an hour 
after an auto ident in rural North 
Carolina. Within hours, rumors 


spread: he had bled to death because 
a whites-only hospital refused to 
treat him. 

The terrible irony that helped to 
fuel the rumor was that Drew had 


of blood plasma and had helped set 
upthe first American Red Cross blood 
bank on the eve of WW II. 

So the story grew that the man 
who had saved so many lives 
through his scientific work with blood 
had been refused when he needed 
it—only because of his race. 

Spencie Love explores in depth 
Drew's life, character, and achieve- 
ments in order to explain the origins of 
the legend. 

Providing a haunting parallel to 
Drew's life, Love describes the 
blematic fate of Maltheus R. Aver 
young black WW II veteran who died 
after an auto accident that occurred 
in the same year and the same county 
that Drew's did, after being refused 
treatment at a nearby Duke Hospital 

A former journalist, Spencie Love. 
received her Ph.D. in American history 
from Duke University and has taught at 
Duke and the University of Oregon. 


m- 


Food for thought 


The Jamaican Crime 
Scene, a Perspective 
by Bernard Headley 


Ae 


maica is a 
paradox 
It’s a coun. 
try of in- 
compa- 
rable 
beauty, a 
frequent ad Mis aai 
stop for 

tourists on luxury Caribbean cruises. 
But itis also a country of poverty and 
burgeoning violence 

The cold statistics measuring its 
propensity for crime are echoed in 
the harsh lyrics of its reggae music 
and mythologized in the roguish 
tales of its folk heroes. 

"rom whence did we get such 
a people," asks sociologist Bernard 
Headly, a native Jamaican. In this 
concise volume, The Jamaican 
Crime Scene (Howard Universit 
Press, April 1996, $14.95), Headly 
explores the impact of the islands’ 
stormy past on its modern-day in- 
habitants and emigrants as he ad- 
dresses the tough issues of crime 
and its prevalence among his people. 

Headley's perspective is both 
compassionate and clear-headed. He 
recognizes that Jamaica’s turbulent 
history—which has encompassed the 
servitude of plantation slavery, co- 
lonial subjugation to the British 
crown, and now economic depen 
dence on its fiscally more powerful 
neighbors—has had a profound im- 
pact on his people. 

But his vision is more than an 
explanation of where the violence 
originated; his vision is also a call for 
action to end it 

Dr. Headly enumerates the steps 
he feels must be taken to move Ja- 
maica from its violent past into a 
peaceful and productive future. 

Dr. Headly is professor and chair, 
Departments of Sociology, Criminal Jus 
tice and Social Work, Northeastern Illi- 
nois University 
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CATEJTE) Paving The Way Art throughout the cities 


THURSDAY, MARCH28 
EDISON-— "An Evening of Good Taste," 
hosted by the Arc of Union County, at 
the Victorian Manor, Edison, starting at 
6:30 p.m. For more info call 908-754- 
7826. 


FRIDAY, MARCH29 
NEWARK—Film Program at Aljira, a 
Center for Contemporary Art, 7:30 p.m. 
For more info call 201-624-1584. 


MARCH 29 & 30 
SCOTCHPLAINS—MusicalMe and My 
Girl, 8 p.m. at Union Catholic Regional 
High School featuring the Performance 
Arts Company of Union County. For 
tickets call 908-889-1600. 


MARCH 29 THRU31 
ATLANTIC CITY—Anne Murray in con- 
cert at the Bally's Park Place Casino 
Hotel in the Main Ballroom. For times 
and tickets call 609-340-2709. 


| THRU MARCH30 

NEW YORK—"A Piece of My Heart," an 
untold story of the women who served 
inthe Vietnam War, by Yan- 


Four remarkable women of mi [eap who set their own course—and 


refused to let the era 


es and 


theirtrials and 
The 


T's ion of Paving The 


kee Rep, at Henry Street Settlement 
Abrons Arts Center, for more info call 
212-677-4079. 


NORTH BRANCH—Romantic Music 
Poetry in Sound at the Edward Nash 
Theatre, Raritan Valley Community 
€ m.for 


HI), 


Way. 
fromtopr) Major General Jeanne Holm, Congresswoman Patsy Mink (D 
d Addie Wyatt, the first African-American woman elected) 


of the Uni 


and Supreme Court Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg. Paving the Wal 
| premieres Friday, April 5 at 9 p.m. on PBS. Check local listings. 


id Allied Workers. 2 wal 


The Stylistics celebrate 25 years 


725-3420, 


THRU MARCH31 
PRINCETON—The Misanthrope by 
Moliere at the McCarter Theatre For 
info call 609-683-8000. 


NEWARK-—"Africanus the King,” writ- 
ten by Kabu Okai-Davies at the African 
Globe Studio Theatre. For more info 
Call 201-624-1584. 


SUNDAY, MARCH31 
, | VONTCLAIR—A Celebration of Culture 
at Montclair Art Museum featuring the 
exhibition “Public Monuments." For more 
info call 201-746-5555. 


ORANGE-—A touch of Jazz Spring Fes- 
tival at the Peppermint Entertainment 
Complex, 6:30 to 11 p.m. featuring 
Houston Person & Etta Jones, Cecil 
Brooks Ill Band with special guest Don 
Braden. Forticketscall Ernest Jones at 
908-572-8267 or Les Wormack at 908- 
819-1453. 


THRUAPRIL7 

NEW BRUNSWICK —Fear Itself at 
Crossroads Theatre. For info call 908- 
249-5560. 


THRUAPRIL21 
NEW BRUNSWICK—The Miracle 
Worker at the George Street Play- 
house. For info call 908-246-7717 


APRIL 3 THRU MAY 26 
MILLBURN—CallMe Madam by Irving 
Berlin starring Leslie Uggams at the 
Paper Mill Playhouse. For info call 201- 
376-4343. 


FRIDAY, APRIL 12 
ATLANTICCITY—BigBandDance Party 
at The Grand For ticket info call 
TicketMaster at 800-736-1420. 


APRIL 20 THRU MAY 26 

NEW BRUNSWICK—The Screened-In 
Porchat Crossroads Theatre. For info 
call 908-249-5560. 


MAY 2 THRU 19 
TRENTON—Signatureby Beth Henley 
at the Passage Theatre Company. For 
info call 609-392-0766 


MAY 4- JUNE 2 
NEWBRUNSWICK—Twistatthe George 
Street Playhouse. For info call 908- 
246-7717 


MAY 7 THRU 26 
PRINCETON—A Doll House by Henrik 
Ibsen atthe McCarter Theatre For info 
call 609-683-8000 


Calendar listings should be} 
sent two weeks in advance 
toensure publication 


Waiting to 
Exhale coming 
to video 


W YORK—Ifyouare still wait- 
ing to exhale because you haven't 
seen the movie, well wait no more. The 
highly acclaimed Waiting 10 Exhale 
will make its debut on home video 
April 23. Upon grossing approximately 
So million theatrically, the video will 
be sold for $19.98. Now there is no 
reason why you too can't exhale. 


Artists/Teachers 
Institute 


SBORO-— This year's Art- 
ists/Teachers Institute (ATI) will be 
held at Rowan College, Glassboro, NJ 
from July 17 through the 26. For infor- 
mation, please contact the Alliance for 
Arts Education/NJat 201-748-1188. 


GL 


SOUTH AMBOY—One of the 
smoothest R&B groups ever, The 
Stylistics will be celebrating 25 years 
of making wonderful music in a one- 
night concert at Club Bené Dinner 
Theatre. The show will be held on 
Saturday, March 30 at 9 p.m. with an 
optional dinner at 7 p.m. 

The group consists of Russell 
Thompkins, Jr., Airrionn Love, and 
Herb Myrrel... collectively they are 
one of the best loved and longest 


lasting R&B groups. Beginning in 1971 
with their first Top Ten Single You're 
A Big Girl Now, The Stylistics contin- 
ued to existat the top of the charts with 
12 consecutive top ten soul hits in- 
cluding You Make Me Feel Brand 
New, Break Up To Make Up, ie 


My Everything, I'm Stone In Love 
With You. Their LP The Best of 
Stylistics recently went Double Plati 
num, in other words it sold over 


millionalbums. | 
i 


fuer Dfeneprictures 


presents 


STARTS FRID. 
MARCH 29TH AT THEATRES EVERYWHERE 


VISIT “OLIVER & COMPANY" ONLINE AT http://www disney com. 


AY, 


Woodson Foundation’s ninth annual 
OnStage In New Jersey performing 
arts series runs a gamut of entertain- 
ment with equally talented perform- 
ers 

ReverendShirley Caesar will per 
formsongs from her new album Shirley 
Caesar Live...He Will Come on Fri- 
day, April 5 at 8 p.m... at St. Paul's 
Baptist Church in Montclair. Joining 
Reverend Caesar at this Good Friday 
performance will be the North Jersey 
Philharmonic Glee Club and host 
Carol Woods. Tickets for this 
event will be $35 and $20. 

Thursday, April 18 marks the 
second presentation in the series 
with the Families that Write To- 
gether, presenting Richard and 
Valerie Wilson Wesley and Amiri, 
Amina and Ras Baraka. Max 
Rodriguez, publisher of The Quarterly 
Black Review of Books will host the 
evening 


capella sensation Sweet Honey In The 
Rock returns to Newark's own Sym 
phony Hall. This 8 p.m. event will fea 
ture the group's la 
cred Ground. 

Their folk interpretation of Gos: 
pel. Jazz and Blues always captures 
audiences, sending a spiritual mes 
sage through their music. The evening 
will be hosted by film and television 
director. Oz Scott 

The Heath Family Musi 
Years and Counting will grace the 
stage of the Van Fossen Theatre lo 
cated at Bloomfield College on May 10 
at8 p.m. This talented family includes 
saxophonisUcomposer Jimmy Heath 
drummer, Albert “Tootie” Heath and 
bassist Perey Heath of the Modern 
Jazz Quartet 

The youngest Heath. James 
Mtume, is already an acclaimed 
musician/composer. We continue 
to hear his music every week as he 


st recording Sa 


150 


Valerie Wilson Wesley 


Shirley Caesar 


Amiri Baraka 


Television's New York Undercover 

Newark As An Impetuous to 
Write featuring Richard Wesley 
Baraka and Claude 
clude the Literary Festival on Thurs 
day, May 16. Dr. Clement Price willbe 
the host for this event 

On/sta 
talents of dance impresario Gregory 
Hines (schedule permitting) as he joins 
artistic director Deborah Mitchell and 
her New Jersey Tap Ensemble in 
Rhythm Is Our Business at the 
Wilkins Theatre at Kean College 


Amiri 
Brown will con 


e will present the tapping 


in Union on Friday, May 17 at 8 

p.m. Tickets are $15 to 40 
OnStage in New Jersey is a 

performing arts subscription se- 


ries that presents America's most 


celebrated. African-American 


artists 
to New Jersey audiences. For more 
information on events call the 
Woodson Foundation at 201-242 


0500. 


Ni Tap Ensemble 


Award- 
winning... 
Provocative. 
And 

on target. 
Tune-in every Tuesday 


evening at 6:30 p.m. | 
and Sundays at 11:30 a.m. | 


Karen Smyles | 
Host 


THE NEW JERSEY CHANNEL 


Channels 23/50/52/58 e All New Jersey cable systems e 609-777-5030 
Simulcast on NJN RADIO 88.1 FM serving centrol and southern New Jersey. | 
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BUSINES S 


usiness Calendar 


THRUMARCH29 
CHERRY HILL—NAMC will hold three 
Superfund Training workshops at the 
Professional Safety Training Services 
Center at 12 North Springdale Rd. in 
Cherry Hill. For more info call 202-347. 
8259. 


WEDNESDAY, MARCH 27 
NEW BRUNSWICK—Twenty-first an- 
nual Energy Technology Conference. 
at Rutgers Continuing Education Cen- 
ter. For workshop times cost call 908- 
879-8351 $ 

MARCH 29 TO 31 
PRINCETON—Nineteenth Annual Career 
Conference sponsored by Minority In- 
terchange Inc. atthe Merril Lynch Con- 
ference and Training Center. For more 
info call Elaine Rogers at 212-576- 


SATURDAY, MARCH30 
JERSEY CITY—Free seminar, How Im- 
portantis Personal Financing? at JCSC, 
10 to 11 a.m. For more info call 201- 
200-3089. 

TUESDAY, APRIL2 
HOLD THE DATE—Join the Regional 
fora 


cruise aboard the Spirit of New Jersey. 
For more info call 201-242-6237 


APRIL 10 THRU 12 
ea og Mren Superior Cus- 


Boston Hotel sponsored by American 


Kweisi Mfume to address 
national entrepreneurs' seminar 


NEW YORK—Black Enterprise 
Magazine has announced its 1996 
Black Enterprisc/NationsBank Entre- 
prencurs Conference scheduled for 
May 1 to 5, at Walt Disney World's 
Grand Floridian Beach Resort in Lake 
Buena Vista, FL. 

NAACP President and CEO 
Kweisi Mfume will address over 500 
black entrepreneurs and profession- 
als as the keynote speaker at the First 
Black Enterprise Entrepreneurs 
Awards Dinner. 

NationsBank Corporation Presi- 


dent Ken Lewis will participate in th 
conference and present the Black En- 
terprise Entrepreneur of the Year 
Award. The company is the title spon- 
sor of the conference. 

Loida Lewis, Chairperson of TLC 
Beatrice International Holdings will 
make a special presentation. For the 
past seven years, the New York-based 
company has held the number one 
spot as the nation's largest black 
owned business on the BE 100s In- 
dustrial/Service list. 

Conference highlights include: 


* Strategic Alliances: The Key to 
Competing in the 90's and Beyond 
* Securing Capital for Expansionand 
Acquisitions 
* Surfing for Profits: Using the 
q Internet for Business Success 
Me Kidpreneur Konference—the first 
national program designed to teach 
African American children and 
young adults the basic elements of 
+ business ownership 
“The Exchange: A Business-to-Busi- 
“ness Expo where participants will have 


See ENTREPRENUER SEMINAR/ page 10 


Product liability reform called ‘key vote’ for American business 


WASHINGTON—The U.S. Cham- 
ber of Commerce has announced that 
product liability reform legi: 
scheduled for a vote in the Se 
provide important new protections 
from frivolous lawsuits for many small 
businesses, including manufacturers, 
distributors and sellers of products. 
“The protections offered by this 


bill against outlandish and seemingly 
irrational court judgments on product 
liability are absolutely essential for 
many American businesses,” said 
Bruce Josten, U.S. Chamber senior 
vice president 
However, President Clinton re 


cently stated that he would veto such 1 


a legislation, despite previous state 


“ments that he would support m 
ingful product liability reform at the 
federal level. According to Josten this 

“is a slap in the face to American 
jbusiness— particularly small. busi- 

‘messes— and shows him once again 

ing one thing and doing another,” 

At a press conference with sena- 

tors of both parties present, major 

business organizations including the 

Chamber singled out the vote in the 

Senate as a "key vote” for the organi- 


See PRODUCT LIABILITY/ page 10 


WASHINGTON. DC—The Demo- 
cratic National Committee's Campai 
Training Academy is actively recruit- 
ing African Americans to enroll 
intense and 


comprehensive pro 


ed to train a new gen 


DNC training academies 
seek participants 


groups, and individuals! 
ning. For applications 
and further information, contact 
Jocelyn Woodards 202-488-5070 or 
Ceandra Scott 202-488-5052 


community 
during the tra 


gram desig 
eration of.Democratic profession: 
and activists. 

The next Democratic 
Training Ac 
April in S 
traveling across t 


Campaign 
jemy will be held in mid- 
mers 


demies are 
ountry and an 
ticipate training over 3,000 Democrats 
by June of 1996. 

The Academies offer different 
tracks of training. 
campaign discipline including: state 
wide managers, cc 


each in a distinct 


essional/state 


legislative managers, communications 
directors, fina 
directors. field directors, and campaign 
activists 

There is an appropriate track of 
taining for every level of experience, 
from entry level campaign staffers to 
experienced campaign manag 

April | is the deadline to apply for 
the April 19-24 Somerset training ses 
sion. The DNC is also seeking volun 
teer help from student organizations, 


directors, research 


ers. 


ROBERTO CLEMENTE 
SHALOM TOWERS 
75-95, Clinton Avenue 
Newark, New Jersey 07114 


Roberto Clemente-Shalom Towers will 
beaccepting preliminary application for a 
waiting list for: Studio, 1 and 2 bedroom 
apartments 


ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS 


18 Years of age or older and whose 
annualincome meets the H.U.D. income 
limits: 


Lower 
1 Person $28,150 
2 People $32,150 
3 People $36,200 


Very low 
$20,050 

$22,900 ouswa 
$25,800 AUTHORITY 


A 


Applications will be available atthe site or 
by calling (201) 624-0260. Appleations 
must be postmarked no later than 3/20/ 
96. Waiting list to be established ona 1st 
come, 1st serve basis. (based on 
postmark date) 


Management Association (AMA). For 
more info call 1-800-262-9699. 


THURSDAY, APRIL 11 


CAMDEN—Sixth Annual Venture Fair 1 
to 6:30 p.m. at the Sony Blockbuster 


EE 


NTRANSIT 


The Way To Go. 


31250% milin in DBE 
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Shore chapter of NCNW honors pigsident 


by Ron Holland 


NEPTUNE—The National Council of 
Negro Women North Shore Section, recently 
held its 13th annual Founders Day celebra- 
tion at the Martin Luther King. Jr. Presbyte- 
rian Church in Neptune. 

The 100-member group honored its presi- 
dent Dorothy A. McBride with the Mahala 
Field Atchison Award. The award, which was 
initiated in 1989, is named after the educator 
and humanitarian. whose accomplishments 
arc recognized by prominent church and civil 


NJ towns ban tobacco sales to 


SUMMIT— Vending machines and self- 
service racks sell cigarettes to children. But 
New Jersey towns are doing something about 
the problem, with help from the New Jersey 
Group Against Smoking Pollution (GASP). 
Eighty-nine New. Jerscy towns— twice as 
many as in any other state— have enacted 
legislation to stop tobacco sales to children. 

Fifty-eight towns have banned vending 
machines altogether. Thirty have banned the 
racks. 

“It's a fight, when a town council or 


Green and Growing Try OTC—Objective 


by Dr. Ellen Henke 


When we get the sniffles or chills, most 
of us drop by the drug store to pick up an 
OTC—or over-the-counter medicine—to 
make us well. When things seem a little more 
serious, we go to a professional. Our lawn's 


By following the proper guidelines we 
can avoid many lawn problems. This is th 
Objective Turf Care (OTC) approach. 

fa problem develops, first examine the 
symptoms. If an OTC approach can work, 
you can nurse your lawn back to good health 
by yourself. The following is information 
about how to diagnose and solve some com- 


organizations throughout the " 
McBride. whois serving asccond term as 
the group's president. said she was deeply 
honored: to be awarded and acknowledged 
that Atchison was a mentor and has always 
been a source of encouragement to - 


in Wash- 


CLASSI 


DS 


pening of its 
ington. DC. 
“It’s the first time in history of black 
America we have owned building. To have 
something to say this is ours! That was a 
proud moment for me,” she remembers 


“She was a d and 


people person. She Ci E pane, 
what 


and wanted people to do better; that 
she was all about,” McBride stated ot 
Atchison. 

McBride reports that the organization 
has had a series of great accomplishments, 
the proudest being the December 8. 1995 


board of health proposes an ordinance to ban 
cigarette sales to kids,” says Regina Carlson, 
executive director of NJ GASP. “The tobacco 
vendors show up with their heavy-hitter attor- 
neys to block the legislation. Even so, the 
health forces are winning." 

Ordinances are passing at a rate of more 
than one a week. NJ GASP has just released 
anew edition of Local Laws on Smoking and 
Tobacco in New Jersey. showing 16 new 
ordinances that have passed in the last three 
months. 


machine or core aerator and remove it. 

Yellowing is a common lawn prob- 
lem due to lack of nitrogen since nitro- 
gen is the nutrient most needed by lawn: 
Most lawns need fertilizer every year—if 
you haven't been applying fertilizer, your 
lawn is probably slightly yellow and may 
be growing a little slower than it should. 
If after fertilizing at the manufacturer's 
recommended rate your lawn still has a 
yellow tint and slow growth, the problem 
could be a lack of iron or an improper pH 
level. 

Asoil test will tell you exactly what your 
lawn needs. If it’s iron. applying iron a 
liquid spray or in combination with nitrogen 


the afternoon was a con- 
cert by gospel group Pro-Vision. The five- 
member male group ministered in song and 
brought nearly all 200 people to their feet: 
prompting several a calls. The North 
Shore Chapter of the National Council of 
Negro women is currently accepting applica- 
tions from men and women. 


kid 
New Jersey towns,” 
ction they can take 


"We're proud of ou 
said Carlson. “This is 01 
to protect children. And it is a good, first step 
to help people wake up and see the political 
power of the tobacco industry. 

New Jersey GASP's Tobacco Control 
Policy and Legal Resource Center helps enact 
ordinances by providing information, includ- 
ing model ordinances, and expert witnesses. 
Concerned citizens or members of local gov- 
ernments can call the Resource Center at 201- 


Turf Care 


circular spots with brown or straw-col- 
ored centers and black borders. To fight 
eaf spot, plant a mixture of sun-and 
shadc-tolerant No o ora improve 
aeration and drainage. mow at the rec- 
ommended height, and don't 
overfertilize. 
w you say, "But. Doc. it’s too late! 
1 don't know what o» I's never too 
late. If your lawn i$ suffering from a 
disaster that OTCs wan't fix, consult the 
lawn Doc in your afea—somecone at a 
nursery. a county exfénsion advisor or a 
university turf specialist. And 
be advised. chicken soup does 
not work on sick lawn: 


ad 


LEGAL 


Notice 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 


NOTICE OF STATE FRESHWATER WETLANDS 
INDIVIDUAL PERMIT APPLICATION PUBLIC 


TAKE NOTICE that the New Jersey Department of 
Environmental Protection, Land Use Regulation Program 
willholda public hearing on the following per 

submitted under the Freshwater Wetlands Prc 


13:98-1 et seq 
APPLICANT: NJ TRANSIT 
FILE NUMBER: — 0000-95-0010.4 


PROJECT NAME: Ini Ope 


PROJECT DESCRIPTION: Implementation of a 9.4-mile 
light rail transit system extending s 

Terminal to Sàn Stoo in Bayonne wih a wostorh spur 
extending from the 


LEGAL 
Notice 


INVITATION TO BID 
A Bids Committee of the City of Plainfield will receive 
sealed bids at a meeting to be hedin the Library of Cily 
Hail, 515 Watchung Avenue, Plainfield, New Jersey at 
3:00 PM, on Monday, April 1, 1996, For: 


Towing of disabled, Abandoned, stolen or vehicles 
'ommission of a crime as well as heavy 
trucks, trailers or other equipment 


usedin 


Animal Control Services 


- Automotive parts 


State Par) to West Side Avenue in 
City. 


MUNICIPALITY: Hoboken, Jersey City and 
Bayonne 

COUNTY: 

The NJ Department of Environmental Protection, Land 


Use Regulation Program invites the public to attend the 
hearing and present written or oral comments on the 


application. 
PLACE: Jersey City City Hall 
Council Chambers 
280 Grove Street 
Jersey City, New Jersey 
DATE: April 30, 1996 
TIME: 1:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
HEARING 
OFFICER Eugene McColligan, Section Chief 


Highlands Region Bureau of 
Inland Regulation. 
Phone No. (609) 984-1903 


A copy of the complete application is available for review 
at the township clerk's office in Hoboken, Jersey City and 
e Regulation Program invites the 


Wetlands Individual Permit application within fifteen (15) 
days o! the hearing to NJ Department of Environmental 
Protection Land Use Regulation Program, CN 401, Trenton, 
NJ 08625 Attention: Eugene McColligan 


STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
MENT OF 

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 
LAND USE REGULATION PROGRAM 


09/27/96. $113.10 


ig System of the Footwear 
Loo ode ications and proposal forms on which your bid 
ster must be submitted, are available at the office of the 
Purchasing Agent. 515 Watchung Av 
South from Hoboken | New Jersey 07051 (908) 753-3211, Monday through 
Friday, between 9:00 A.M. AND 5:00 P.M. The Bids may 
y arkand-Fide (ear beny | be handdeiveredormaléd but are not io be recived 
anylater 
read publicly 


Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of 
P.L. 1975, c.12 
The City Council reserves the right to reject any or all bids, 
to waive defects or informalities in the bids or to accept 
any bid as it shall deem for the best interest of the City of 
Plainfiei. 
RICHARD V. RENGA 
PURCHASING AGENT 
$6530 


03/20/96 


Advertise Your 


Bids And 
Classifieds In 


City News. 
Call 
908-754-3400 
or FAX 


FAX your bids and classifieds in 
City News at 908-753-1036 


908-753-1036 
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Newark best friends celebrate success 


Program shows decrease in teen pregnancy 


NEWARK-— Newark Best Friends, 
a program dedicated to helping young 
women deal with the pressures often 
leading to unwanted teen pregnancy, 
will celebrate a year of accomplish- 
ments and hope at a reception on 
Thursday, March 28. 

Christine Chambers Gilfillan, ex- 
ecutive director of the MCJ Founda- 
tion, will be honored forherefforts and 


Plainfield choir 


chorus is any indichtion, the Vienna 
festival will be something to remem- 
ber. The chorus performs a wide vari- 
ety of music in their "Bach to Rock" 


Violence 
mars homes 


Continued from page 1 


made by officers from the nearby West 
Precinct, said police spokesman De- 
tective Daniel Collins. 

“The narcotics unit had made an 
additional 142 arrests, including 32 
out-of-towners,” he said. "In the same 
period, 12 handguns have been recov- 
ered." 

Presently the Newark police have 
a van canvassing the area as part of a 
“Neighborhood Stabilization” unit, 
dispatched recently to Stella Wright 
to deal with the heavy drug traffic. To 
also help in the battle against crime 
and drugs, a 10-man unit, which will 
include two detectives. is being cre- 
ated in a joint city-Essex County ef- 
fort. It's the second time in a decade 
that police have had a major presence 
around the facility. 

In 1987, Newark police created a 
mini-substation at the complex. When 
funds for the station ran out and it 
eventually closed, the crime and drug 
activity returned, said George Smiley, 
vice president of the tenants associa- 
tion. 

"When I came to Stella Wright 
from Alabama in 1979, you could eat 
off the lobby floor," Smiley said. "We 
may not get back to that point. but if we 
could make this a safer place things 
would be better.” 


support of programs that have helped 
direct young women towards healthy. 
happy and fulfilling lives. 

The Robert Wood Johnson Foun- 
dation and The Prudential Foundation 
will also be honored for their leader- 
ship and dedication to the cause of 
improved health for all New Jersey 
youth. 

“This year’s honorees have made 


Continued from page 1 


program, which also includes Motown, 
Broadway, opera and gospel. 

One recent afternoon, they per- 
formed “Give Me That Old Time Reli- 
gion,” “Count On Me” (by Whitney 
Houston and Cee Cee Winans), and “I 
Got Plenty Of Nothin’,” for the se- 
niors at the Robert Wood Johnson Jr. 
Health Center in Plainfield. 

The skills of the chorus are greatly 
due to the training they receive from 
Minatee, who has been a music teacher 
in the district for 14 years, the last four 
at the high school. The Millburn resi- 
dent also has a CD of gospel music 
about tobe released, entitled “Finally.” 

As much as Minatee believes that 
they will all be going to Europe, she is 
convinced that once her students do 
get there they will fully understand 
why she has been so demanding. 


Foodtown 


Continued from page 1 

sentatives have been nothing but rude 
when calls were made by Ciry News 
and were rather shocked to hear that 
the store’s closing would also affect at 
least two non-minority towns as well 
as Plainfield. 

“Whenever somebody comes 
into a place to take the money and run, 
it shows they don't respect the area,” 
said Plainfield resident Kevin Jones. 

The news of the store closing wasa 
blow to the community, especially 
those residents that take public trans- 
portation to shop at the store. Without 
Foodtown in the city, many will have 
a hard time finding ways to get to food 
stores in other cities. 


significant contributions to the suc- 
cess of the Best Friends program in the. 
city of Newark," said Rose Marle V 
Peterkin, president of the organiza- 
tion. “While it is t00 soon to docu- 
ment the full effect of the program. I am 
pleased to report that none of the 
current 350 Newark Best Friends par- 
ticipants have become pregnant or are 
drug abusers,” Peterkin noted 


Alfonso 


Continued from page 1 


clients need through skilled coun 
seling. 

Alfonso Associates handles 
‘over 300 cases, ranging from capital 
murder to child custody, offering the 
specialized expertise of the forensic 
social worker. The company has a 
100 percent success ratio in all cases 
of battered women. 


Toxic dumps 


Continued from page 1 


wear clothing due to the tenderness.” 


During the last 30 years, the United 
States has seen a dramatic rise in births 
tounwed teenage mothers. In 1960. 15 
percent of births were to teens outside 
of marriage, compared with 71 percent 
of all teen births in 1992 

Statistics like these and their over 
whelming impact on society asa whole 
led Elayne Bennett, Best Friends’ na 
tional founder and Mrs. Colin Powell, 
national Best Friends council chair. to 
champion the cause of teen pregnancy 
prevention. 

The program is an educational 


device that fosters self-respect and 
promotes responsible behavior in ado 
lescent girls 

Since its inception in 1987, the 
nization has been successful In 


helpi: 
sexual activity and to avoid drugs and 
alcohol. 

The Best Friends curriculum has 
been adopted by schools in the Dis 
trict of Columbia; SilverSpring: 


land; Newark and Oran; 
Charlotte, NC; Petersburg 
port News, VA; Milwaukee, WI; and 


NAACP priorities «e 


litigate for them. 

People think that we can represent 
them as attorneys. The National 
NAACP litigates only class action 
suits, and for a class action suit you 
need 14 or more complainants 

Guest speaker, Wanda E. Flowers, 
‘Acting Regional Attorney forthe Equal 
Employment Opportunity Commission 


for the state Department of Corrections, 


Bob McHugh, believe there is no real 
threat because of air testings done in July 
1994, the Newark City Council has taken. 
ts tothe Federal Environmen- 
tal Protection agenc: 

“Part of our concern is that the prison 
was built on a toxic waste site that's 
unsealed.” said Martinez. "We're just 
looking for some answers.” 

McHugh admitted that the site con= 
tained contaminants, from toxic waste 
dumped their by chemical companies in, 
the 1960s and 1970s, when the prison was 
built. Periodic soil and air quality test§ 
have revealed no problem. says McHugh, 
but that still leaves the numerous illnesses 
unexplained. 


Product liability 


Cominued from page 8 


zations" rankings of senators’ pro-busi-! 
mess records 

The bill approved by the Senate and 
House conferees puts caps on punitive 
damages awarded in product liability 
casesat$250,0000rtwice the amount of 
compensatory damages. whichever is 
greater. But in the case of small busi 
nesses, with fewer than 25 employees. 
it is the lesser of the two amounts. 


(EEOC), P explained the 
agency's functions and area of re- 
sponsibility, and asked for the 
branches’ input into the EEOC Law 
Enforcement Plan. Caughman empha- 
sized that all branches should get cop- 
ies of the EEO plans of their local and 
county governments and school dis- 
tricts. 

According to James Harris, NJ 
NAACP Education Coordinator, “We 
on record and take a posi- 
on on the education of our 
hence every branch needs a 
pro-active education committee.” 

Harris lead discussions on several 
issues, which were all approved forthe 
position paper. The NAACP went on 
record as opposing state takeovers of 
school districts, 

“State takeover is always about 
money first, not education, and there 


Many faces 


Continued from page 6 

is a resource that enables communi- 
ties and individuals to gain better 
understanding and appreciation of 
each other. 


is no record that education improves 
under takeovers,” said George Gore. 
Plainfield Branch president 

Other positions approved werethe 
opposition of school vouchers, char- 
ter schools and school privatization. 


infant 
mortality 


Continued from page 6 


agencies such as Healthy Mothers/ 
Healthy Babies 

The pilot program will run until six 
weeks after all 200 woman have deliv- 
ered their babies. Deputy Commis- 
sioner Ziskin noted that the project 
could be replicated elsewhere if it is 
shown to improve pregnancy out- 
comes. 


Entrepreneur 


Continued from page 8 

the opportunity to secure contracts 
with procurement offices of the 
nation’s leading corporations. 

The Black Enterprise Board of 
Economists will present its exclu- 
sive report on the state of African 
American business and Mobiliza 
tion for Economic Opportunity Politi- 
cal Action Committee(MOPAC) mem- 
bers will discuss the importance of 


Lawrence, MA. 
Newark Best Friends is operated 

by the Freedom Foundation of New 
ganiza: 


Jersey, Inc. as a non-profit org. 
tion with individual contributions and 
granis from The Robert Wood John- 
son Foundation, Essex County Officé 
of Alcohol and Drug Abuse, The MCI 
Foundation, The Prudential Founda: 
tion, the Newark School District, 
PSE&G and Smith Barney, Inc. 

For more information about Best 
Friends or the March 28 event, pleasé 
call 201-642-8865 or 201-642-8808. 


Support was shown for the implemen: 
tation of the court-directed school 
funding. curriculum of inclusion and 
participation in PTO/PTAs and Parent 
Empowerment. Harris announced that 
a state NAACP summit on education 
will be held this year. 


Childhood program 
Continued from page 6 
offer opportunities for our teachers to 
refine the tools they already posses. 
The added benefit will be that teach- 
ers can utilize their newly sharpened 
skills to improve classroom instruc? 
tion 

All workshops will be conducted 
by Newark teachers. Former Newark 
teacher and Kean College professor, 
Dr. Michael Knight is scheduled to 
deliver the keynote address. For more 
information on the program contact 
Joseph Placide at 201-733-7338. 


seminar 


harnessing black economic power 
MOPAC is the only political action 
committee comprised of CEOs of the 
nation’s top African-American- 
owned businesses 


For conference registration in- 
formation, call 1-800-543-6786 or 
log on to BE On-line at http:// 
www. blackenterprise.com 


u 


for any family 
with Medicaid.” 


- Louis Gossett, fn. 


ne big reason I recommend the Mercy Health Plan of New Jersey on behalf of HMO Blue 

is that the NEWARK COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTERS are participating 
providers. That means as a Mercy member you can choose any of their convenient locations. 
In Newark at 741 or 751 Broadway... 
101 Ludlow Street... 
516 Bergen Street... 


The Young Adult Health Center is at 
372 South Orange Avenue. 


Pediatrics is at 750 Clinton Avenue. 
In East Orange, you'll find a Center at 444 Williams Street. 


And then there’s the East Orange Primary Care Family 
Resource Center at 60 Glenwood Avenue. 


For more information, just call the number below. And remember, 
the more you know, the more you'll want Mercy." 


SAN 


Blue Cross Blue Shield of New Jersey 


. CALL 1-800-NJ-MERCY 


MERCY HEALTH PLAN of New Jersey on venait of HMO pusr eg 


Copyright © 1996, Mercy Health Plan of New Jersey 


